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A Message from Carol Paola, MAGC Executive Director 

     Concepts! 
T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  MI S S I S S I P P I  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  G I F T E D  C H I L D R E N 

  Concepts! 

V O L U M E  2 3 ,  N U M B E R  3  F A L L ,  2 0 1 1  

Well, I hope this yearôs MAGC conference in Hatties-

burg lived up to your expectations.  We had nothing but 

praise for the wonderful facility in which it was held.  

As always, it is great to see you visiting with each other 

and gathering materials and ideas to take back to your 

classrooms.  Two events from the conference stand out 

in my mind. 

First was the pre-conference Assessment Workshop that 

was organized by Donna Welbornéand I DO mean 

ORGANIZED.  What a wonderful job she did in putting 

together a team of meaningful presentations, providing 

certificates, and getting a record number of CEUôs for 

the day.  With 160 in attendance, it was successful be-

yond our wildest dreams.  I especially enjoyed hearing 

the presentation from Dr. Jim Gyurke sent to us by 

PAR, Inc.  Donna is already scheduling presenters for 

next year! 

The second was our first annual recognition of Outstanding Advocates for Gifted Chil-

dren from each congressional district.  It was with much appreciation for those nominated 

that we presented these recognitions.  We urge you to begin thinking of the people from 

your area youôd like to nominate for next yearôs conference. Do it now!   

As we move closer to the beginning of the legislative session, take time to meet the legis-

lators from your area.  Many of them will be members of the legislature for the first time 

and, possibly, know very little about gifted education. Bring them to your schools to visit 

with students, invite them for a breakfast meeting with your students and their parents, 

and get them involved with a project you have underway.  Show them the high level 

learning opportunities you are providing for the gifted children of your districts.  The best 

way to build support for our programs is to invite others to be a part of it.  I am happy to 

say that one of our new members of the House of Representatives from the Coast is a 

parent of two gifted childrenéand one of my former first graders!   

As always, let me know if I can help you in any way.  Remember, I am only an e-mail 

(cwp1gab@aol.com) away.   

 

Your co-worker in the state, 

Carol 

 

mailto:cwp1gab@aol.com
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2011-12 MAGC Executive Board 

Pictured left to right: (Back)  Mechelle Ramshur, Cindy McPheal, Joyce Youngblood, Dr. Sandra Manning, 
Melissa Pierce, Carol Paola, Donna Welborn, Margaret Snider; (Front) Lora Beasley,  Debra Holt,  Rhonda 
Denton,  Glenn Nobles, Pam Pape. 

ELECTED OFFICERS:  

 President: Glenn Nobles cierra2605@yahoo.com 

 President-Elect: Rhonda Denton rdenton@mpsd.k12.ms.us   

 Vice President: Deborah Holt deboraholt@aol.com 

 Recording Secretary: Lora Beasley    

 Corresponding Secretary: Margaret Snider msnider@jackson.k12.ms.us  

 Treasurer: Pam Pape ppape@jackson.k12.ms.us 

 Immediate Past President: Dr. Sandra Manning sandra.manning@usm.edu 

 Past President: Sherry Willis sherry@rcrotorworld.com 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:   

 Membership: Lisa Saucier lisastansaucier@comcast.net  

 Affiliates: Svetelana Lucas  

 Legislative: All Board Members  

 Publications (Concepts): Melissa Pierce melissa.pierce@petalschools.com  

 Public Relations: Tracy Robinson tracy.robinson@hattiesburgpsd.com 

 Supportive Funding: Tamara Drake  

 Advisory Board:  Joyce Youngblood jly1272@gmail.com 

 Presidential Appointees: Cindy McPheal, Jerice Williams, Mechelle Ramshur  

 Assessment: Donna Welborn dwelborn@jackson.k12.ms.us  

 Website: Sherry Willis sherry@rcrotorworld.com 

 MAGC Executive Director:  Carol Paola cwp1gab@aol.com 

 

FOUNDER AND PERMANENT MEMBER: 

Dr. Frances Karnes, Hattiesburg 
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Letter from the Editor 

Dear Members, 

I am delighted to serve as Editor for the MAGC Concepts! Newsletter. 

The purpose of this publication is to distribute information regarding 

gifted legislation, annual conferences, research and best practices, 

gifted student and teacher news, etc. to teachers and parents of gifted 

children across the state in an effort to maintain and increase the in-

tegrity and effectiveness of gifted education in Mississippi. It is my 

sincere hope that the Fall issue meets your needs and expectations; and 

I apologize in advance if pertinent information  has been omitted. In order to make this process 

more efficient in the future, I have created an email account exclusively for Concepts! In the com-

ing issues, you may see minor changes, additions, and/or deletions as I become more accustomed 

with editing the newsletter. If you have comments or suggestions for increasing the effectiveness 

of the newsletter, and/or would like to submit an idea for a regular column, I would love to hear 

about it.  Please direct all future newsletter submissions and correspondence to 

magc.concepts@aol.com. I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Pierce, Concepts! Editor 

 

 

Concepts! Quarterly Newsletters are available for download and/or online viewing at  

http://magcweb.org/newsletter.htm . Projected release dates for newsletters are as follows: 

 

§ Fall Issue- November 30   

§ Winter Issue - February 28   

§ Spring Issue - May 31   

§ Summer Issue - August 31  

mailto:magc.concepts@aol.com
http://magcweb.org/newsletter.htm
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2011 MAGC Conference 
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