
It is MAGCôs pleasure to welcome Mr. Chauncey Spears as 
he assumes the position of Division Director of Advanced 
Learning and Gifted Education for the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education.  Although this is a new title for Mr. 
Spears, he has been assisting with gifted teacher units and 
training since he joined the Department as the Social Stud-
ies Specialist in early 2008. 

MAGC would like to express its appreciation to Dr. John 
Jordan, Interim Superintendent of Education, Trecina 
Green, and Chauncey Spears for the training opportunities 
they have provided for new Contact Persons and new teachers of the gifted as well as the 
training for teacher units and for districts being monitored during the 2009-2010 school 
year. Our thanks go out to MDE for sharing our vision for Mississippiôs gifted children.   
(CWP) 

MAGC Welcomes Chauncey 

Spears to Gifted Education  

MAGC Celebrates 35 Years  

The Mississippi Association 
for Gifted children held its 
annual conference on Sep-
tember 23-25, 2009 at the 
Pearl River Resort in Choc-
taw, MS. This was the larg-
est MAGC conference to 
date with 575 people regis-
tered. 

The conference hosted two 
phenomenal speakers, Dr. 
Sally Reis and Mr. Mike 
Artell. The theme of this 
conference was Celebrating 

35 Years.  There were excel-
lent breakout sessions as 
well as great food and fel-
lowship among teachers 
from across the state. 

During the conference a 
Silent Art Auction was held 
to raise money for suicide 
prevention. This auction 
raised over $2700.00! We 
also had a basket raffle 
which raised over $700.00. 
This money is used to fund 
student scholarships 

through the Elisabeth 
Mosley Scholarship Fund. 

I would like to thank all of 
the people who made this 
conference a success! 

 Sherry Willis 
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As the year 2009 draws to a close, I would like to thank everyone who made the 2009 MAGC Conference a 

success. I appreciate the dedicated board members and many volunteers who worked so hard at this yearôs con-

ference. MAGC celebrated its 35th birthday this year in a grand way. Our conference has grown over the years 

and so has our need for gifted education. During the conference we reflected on the journey that brought us to 

this place in time. We celebrated our achievements and recognized those who paved the way and left us a won-

derful legacy. All through the conference I sensed the urgency of the hour as budget cuts and grim financial 

outlooks inundated our stateôs news. I was apprehensive, wondering how many teachers would actually come to 

the conference. I was inspired by the tremendous turnout! Teachers from all across the state gathered no mat-

ter the circumstances eager for a chance to grow and learn as an educator of the gifted. This year the spirit of 

giving was evident as MAGC raised more money than ever for scholarships and suicide prevention through the 

basket raffle and the silent auction. MAGC has not grown old and 

weak but more vibrant with each passing year! Our goal this year is to 

remember the past but reach toward the future. With outstretched arms 

I know that we will embrace new technology and teaching strategies 

that will help prepare our students for the twenty first century. I am so 

proud to be apart of such an awesome organization who works so hard 

to meet the needs of gifted children! 

                                                      MAGC President, 

         Sherry Willis 

A Word From our MAGC Presidenté  

At the National Education Summit on High Schools in 2005, Bill Gates, CEO of Microsoft, Inc and co-founder 
of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, addressed the summit with a declaration that America's high schools 
are obsolete.  He went on to say: 

"By obsolete, I don't just mean that our high schools are broken, flawed, and under-funded, though a case could 
be made for every one of those points.   
By obsolete, I mean that our high schools, even when they're working exactly as designed, cannot teach our kids 
what they need to know today. 
Training the workforce of tomorrow with the high schools of today is like trying to teach kids about today's 
computers on a 50-year-old mainframe. It's the wrong tool for the times." 

Although the U.S. still has the strongest scientific and technological enterprise and the best research universities 
in the world, numerous business and government leaders are voicing concern that we are in danger of losing our 
economic advantage if we fail to re-commit ourselves to increasing the pipeline of U.S. talent into the fields of 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  Recent blue-ribbon panels have cited several warn-
ing signs, including a shrinking pool of employees with advanced degrees in the STEM fields.   

This article was taken from the NAGC website. For more on this article, go to: www.nagc.org 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics:   
Our Nation's Renewable Resources  

Meet our Board Members:  

Each issue, we will focus on a 

different MAGC Board mem-

ber so you can get to know 

them better. This issue, we will 

spotlight our President, Sherry 

Willis, and our Executive Direc-

tor, Carol Paola. 

Meet our MAGC President: 

Sherry Willis is presently teach-

ing in the Tupelo School Dis-

trict where she has taught for 

19 years. She received the Sallie 

Mae First Teacher Award in 

1990 and the Create Teacher of 

Distinction Award in 2008. She 

serves on the Teacher Advisory 

Committee in Tupelo and has 

worked on several committees 

such as the Portfolio Assess-

ment Committee, Special Pro-

jects Committee, and the 

School Improvement Team. 

Sherry has presented at many 

MAGC conferences, as well as 

workshops in her school dis-

trict. Sherry is an alumnus of 

NCTA, the National Consor-

tium for Teaching Asia. She has 

traveled to both China and 

Japan through a NCTA study 

tour. Sherry has served as the 

Secretary, Vice-President, and 

President-Elect of MAGC. She 

is currently serving as our  

President of MAGC.  



It has been just over a year since I took on the position of Execu-
tive Director for MAGC.  During this year I have had the oppor-
tunity to visit in many of your districts as you prepared for moni-
toring visits or started your parent groups.  What exciting things 
are going on in gifted education across our state!  Thank you for 
inviting me to spend time with you. 

Happy 35th Birthday, MAGC!  It was a pleasure seeing so many 
of you at this yearôs conference.  Dr. Sally Reisôs keynote and 
sessions provided a solid base and made all of us want to begin 
documenting the stories of our students.  How could anyone 
question the importance of gifted education after hearing her 
message!   What a great conference it was!   

Conference 2010-11:  I know all of you are looking forward to 
the 2010-11 conference.  We will be returning to the Coast for 
the first time since Katrina with Dr. Joe Renzulli as our keynote!   
Start making your plans to attend NOW!  Donôt waste any time in submitting a proposal to pre-
sent and/or volunteering to help with conference planning.  Call for Proposals form can be found 
on the website, magcweb.org.   

An Offer from MAGC:  As Executive Director, I have offered to spend a day in your district to 
assist you, as needed.  I could help you form a regional association for staff development or pro-
vide training.  We could do a regional training or one in your district on learning centers, problem
-based learning (Project Citizen), creative and performing arts, leadership development, the geogra-
phy of world events, differentiated curriculum, etc. The cost to your district would be reimburse-
ment to MAGC for my travel.  Over the next few years, I hope to spend time in every district.  Iôve 
made a pretty good start.  During the course of this year, Iôve made it to twenty-five districts in one 
capacity or another.   

Even in these stress-filled times of budget crises and testing demands from administrators, you are 
continuing the task of providing high quality opportunities for your gifted students.  Remember to 
keep your program defensible.  Keep up the good work!  MAGCôs mission is to support you and to 
advocate for Mississippiôs gifted students.  Remember that we are only a phone call or an e-mail 
away.              

Executive Directorõs Message 

 

Meet our Executive Director: 

Carol Western Paola is 

currently a consultant in 

gifted and civic education 

and the executive director of 

the Mississippi Association 

for Gifted Children.   A 43-

year veteran of the 

classroom, Mrs. Paola started 

the Discovery program of 

enrichment for gifted 

students in 1980 for the 

Long Beach School District 

where she continues to work 

part-time.  She has presented 

at conferences for the 

Mississippi Council of Social 

Studies, Reading 

Association, Mississippi 

Department of Education, 

and the Mississippi and 

National Association for 

Gifted Children.  Mrs. Paola 

is a National Board Certified 

Teacher and a Teacher 

Consultant for the Center 

for Civic Educationôs We the 

People:  Citizen and the 

Constitution; We the 

People: Project Citizen; the 

Mississippi Geographic 

Alliance, and Population 

Connection. 
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The 4th and 5th grade Goal students in Mrs. Sue 

Lewisô gifted class at Mason Elementary in Laurel won 

the Lieutenant Governorôs Award in The Great Seal 

of the State of Mississippi Contest sponsored by the 

Mississippi Arts Commission. The seal will be pre-

sented to Lt. Governor Phil Bryant and will hang in 

his office for a year.  

Gifted Students Win Lt. Governorõs Award 



 

The Mississippi Association for 
Gifted Children's Executive Board 
awarded Angela Ellison the 
MAGC Teacher Scholarship for 
the 2009 year. The $300 scholar-
ship/grant is presented to an ex-
perienced teacher or administra-
tor with gifted certification to 
pursue additional training in 
gifted education. Ms. Ellison was 
presented with a certificate of 
honor at the MAGC conference 
in Philadelphia, MS this fall. Re-
quirements for the scholarship are 
to be an active MAGC Member, 
have at least two years of teaching 
experience in the area of gifted 
education, be enrolled or plan-

ning to enroll in a course/
workshop for advanced study of 
gifted education, and have a his-
tory of attendance at conferences 
and/or workshops that pertain to 
gifted education. 
Ms. Ellison is a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi and 
employed by the McComb School 
District in McComb, MS. She has 
taught gifted for 7 years and has 
been an educator for 11 years. Ms. 
Ellison is currently enrolled in the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi, where she is working toward 
a Master's degree in gifted educa-
tion. 
 

Ms. Ellison is an employee at 
Higgins Middle School in 
McComb School District as the 
fifth and 
sixth 
grade 
teacher 
of the 
gifted 
program, 
QUEST. 

is Karenôs fourth year teaching, 

but her first year in gifted educa-

tion. She is teaching 4th and 5th 

grade Discovery at Harper 

McCaughan Elementary, and 6th 

graders at Long Beach Middle 

School. Karen received her gifted 

endorsement from William Carey 

and used her scholarship towards 

her tuition.  

The Gail P. Hammond Teacher 

Scholarship recipient for the 2009 

school year is Karen Leitenberger. 

The $300 scholarship is presented 

to an exceptional regular teacher 

who is enrolled or planning to 

enroll in a course of study leading 

to gifted certification. Karen re-

ceived her undergraduate degree 

at University of West Florida in 

PreLaw ,and her Masters in Edu-

cation from William Carey. This 

MAGC Teacher Scholarship  
There are several award 

applications that the 

Mississippi Association of 

Gifted Children offers 

These awards and the 

deadlines for application 

submission are listed 

below: 

¶ MAGC Summer 

Gifted Studies 

Program Scholarship 

(see page 5  of this 

newsletter  for the 

application)                                              

Deadline: January 30, 

2010 

¶ The Frances A. 

Karnes Award for 

Excellence in Gifted 

Education    

Deadline: April 15, 

2010 

¶ Nicholas Green 

Distinguished Student 

Award                                   

Deadline: April 15, 

2010 

¶ MAGC Parent 

Advocacy Award of 

Excellence in Gifted 

Education  Deadline: 

April 15, 2010 

¶ MAGC Teacher 

Grant Application                                                   

Deadline: April 15, 

2010 

Applications may be 

downloaded from our 

website: www.magcweb.org 

and they will also be 

included in our next issue 

of Concepts! 
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Angela Ellison, McComb 

teacher, recipient of the 

MAGC Teacher Grant 

(Pictured on right with Dr. 

Sandra Manning, MAGC Vice 

President)  

Gail Hammond Teacher Scholarship  

Karen Leitenburger, Long Beach 

Teacher, recipient of the Gail 

Hammond Teacher Scholarship/

Grant (Pictured on left with son, 

Jarred)  

Georgia Field and Janie Green, Gifted Education Teachers with the 
Hattiesburg Public School District,  were selected to present at the 
56th !ƴƴǳŀƭ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƛŦǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
St. Louis, Missouri.  This accomplishment was significant as there 
were over 950 proposals submitted and only 250 chosen.  Mrs. Field 
ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ DǊŜŜƴ  ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ άCǊƻƳ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎπ
room:  Teaching Elementary Students Computer Programming Using 
!ƭƛŎŜΦέ  Alice is an innovative 3-D computer program by Carnegie Mel-
lon University that allows students to design and create their very 

own original animated stories very similar to what they have seen on TV and in the movies.  Mrs. Green 
and Mrs. Field, being aware that technology is a key component in the future success of their students, 
have embarked on incorporating technology into teaching higher-order thinking skills which is preparing 
their students ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  

Mississippi Teachers Present at NAGC  



  

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
ON THIS 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AND A LIST OF 
POSSIBLE 
SUMMER 
CAMPS FOR 
GIFTED 
STUDENTS, 
PLEASE VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE 
AT:  

 

www.magcweb.org 
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MAGC Scholarship Information for Students  

Mississippi Association for Gifted Children 

Summer Gifted Studies Program Scholarship Nomination Form 

Deadline: January 30, 2010 

Nomineeôs Name: _____________________________________________________ 

(Prior MAGC scholarship recipients are not eligible to receive this award) 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Nominating Teacher: ___________________ School: ________________________ 

School Address: ______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Grade: _____ Age: _____ Program Choice: _______________________________ 

Camp Fee: _______ 

(Must be a Mississippi program) 

Signature of Nominee: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 

To the Nominating Teacher: 

Please include the following information with this nomination form: 

1. A narrative describing studentôs special interests, school and community 

involvement, honors, and your reasons for nominating this student; indicate a 

financial need. 

2. A copy of the studentôs G.P.P.D.S. verifying eligibility. 

3. A narrative from the student stating his/her areas of interest and choice of Mississippi 

program if awarded the scholarship. 

4. Additional letters of support may be included. 

Please mail completed nomination form and other required attachments to: 

Glenn Nobles 

2605 Sierra Circle 

Hattiesburg, MS  39402 

Thank you for taking advantage of this opportunity for your student. 

If you have news that you 

would like to have in-

cluded in our next issue 

of Concepts, please  e-

mail: 

 Deborah Holt at: 

deboraholt@aol.com 

Deadline for Spring  

Issue news: 

January 20,  2010 



 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, Distinguished Professor of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special 

Education at the University of Southern Mississippi, and Dr. Suzanne Bean, Emeritus Professor 

of Education at Mississippi University for Women, have revised their book on leadership. The 

second edition of Leadership for Students: A Guide for Young Leaders explodes with positive 

ideas and activities that will help your students discover their leadership abilities. The activities 

throughout this book stimulate the exploration of ideas and encourage critical thinking about 

leadership. Students will find guidance and advice that emphasize leadership skills in a variety of 

settings, including leadership in the classroom, social activities, and the community.  The text 

also includes real-life stories on how students took on leadership positions. 

 The book includes a Leadership Action Journal that allows students to record their 

thoughts and actions as they develop their leadership skills. Exciting learning activities are in-

cluded like conducting a survey on the characteristics of being a good leader, organizing a debate 

on leadership, interviewing community leaders, and developing and implementing a plan for be-

coming a leader.  

Leadership for Students: A Guide for Young Leaders  

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, Distinguished Professor of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Educa-

tion at the University of Southern Mississippi, and Dr. Suzanne Bean, Emeritus Professor of 

Education at Mississippi University for Women, have recently had a book published on assess-

ment in gifted education. The book, Assessment Tools for Gifted Children: Screening, Identifica-

tion, and Evaluation, is an essential reference for all professionals working in gifted education. 

Of particular interest are those instruments that assess students in academic, intellectual, creative, 

artistic, and leadership domains. This book includes information on norming data, technical data, 

appropriateness for use with gifted and talented students, and publication information within a 

comprehensive inventory of relevant information for each test profiled. The book is available 

through Love Publishing. 

Assessment of Gifted Children  

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, Distinguished Professor in Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education 

and Director of the Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at the University of Southern 

Mississippi and Dr. Kristen Stephens, Assistant Professor of the Practice Program in Education at 

Duke University, have co-authored a chapter in the International Handbook on Giftedness. The 

chapter, Legal and the Gifted, focuses on many areas involved in mediation, due process, and 

court cases within gifted education.  

International Handbook on Giftedness  
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Pine Belt Gifted Teachers 

Association was honored to 

receive the Frances A. 

Karnes Award for Excel-

lence in Education. This 

award was presented to 

them for their significant 

contribution toward the 

improvement of educa-

tional programs for gifted 

children. The Pine Belt 

Association funded seven 

scholarships for gifted chil-

dren in their area to attend 

summer gifted camps. ñWe 

were delighted to provide 

the students from our area 

an opportunity to partici-

pate in the summer pro-

grams and look forward to 

expanding our funding to 

provide more scholarships 

next year,ò said Janie 

Green, President of Pine 

Belt Gifted Teachers.  

(Pictured are members re-

ceiving the award) 



LEADERSHIP STUDIES PROGRAM  

JUNE 13 ï 18, 2010 

The Leadership Studies Program, a one-week residential program, is designed for students in grades six through 11, who 
have a desire to develop and enhance their leadership abilities.  Students will be housed in dormitories on the campus of 
The University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  Tuition includes room, board, recreational activities, 
and limited accident insurance.  Leadership I is a program with specific emphasis on leadership skills.  Training will 
include those areas necessary for leadership development:  fundamentals of leadership, written and oral communication, 
group dynamics, problem solving, planning, personal skills, and decision making.  Avenues for becoming leaders in the 
schools, communities, and religious affiliations will be utilized to heighten the awareness and development of leadership 
potential.  Leadership II  is a continuation of the program, with Leadership I as a prerequisite for entry.  It is an intense 
study to further develop leadership concepts and qualities.  Emphasis is placed on the psychology of leadership, asser-
tiveness training, and situational leadership.  Leadership III  is an extension of the program, with Leadership II as a 
prerequisite for entry.  Training will focus on the legal aspects of leadership, responsibilities of various positions of lead-
ership, developing personal power, and leadership for the future. The students also have the opportunity for informal 
interaction with adult leaders.  Financial aid is available based on need, on a limited basis. 

SUMMER GIFTED STUDIES PROGRAM  

JUNE 20 ï 25, 2010 

The Summer Gifted Studies Program, a one-week residential program, is designed for intellectually gifted students in 
grades four through eight with intelligence quotients of 120 or above on an individually administered test or the 90th 
percentile or above at the national level on an achievement test.  The program enhances the cognitive abilities of gifted 
students through planned enrichment/acceleration activities.  Content areas are combined with processing skills to enable 
students to explore a wide variety of topics.  Students will be housed in dormitories on the campus of The University of 
Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. Instructional activities will be conducted in classrooms and laboratories on the cam-
pus.  Recreational activities and cultural events will be included, based upon availability.  Tuition includes room, board, 
recreational and cultural activities, and limited accident insurance.  Financial aid is available based on need, on a limited 
basis. 

SUMMER PROGRAM FOR ACADEMICALLY TALENTED YOUTH  

JULY 4ï 23, 2010 

The Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth, a three-week residential program, is designed for 
students in grades seven through 10 who qualify based on SAT or ACT results.  A variety of intensive, fast-
paced courses will be offered, such as mathematics, including Algebra I and II, geometry, trigonometry, 
calculus and modern analysis; physics; human anatomy/physiology; marine biology; forensic science; poly-
mer science; political science; psychology; criminal justice; creative writing; and debate.  The program is 
designed to include appropriate academic, cultural, and recreational experiences.  The University of South-
ern Mississippi offers the program through cooperative efforts with the Duke University Talent Identifica-
tion Program.  Tuition includes the instructional program, books, room and board, recreational activities, 
and limited accident insurance.  Financial aid is available based on need, on a limited basis.  

    The Day of Sharing for Teachers of the Gifted 

The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies hosts The Day of Sharing for Teachers of the Gifted  from 8 a.m.- 3:45 

pm., Friday, March 5, 2010, at the R.C. Cook Union on the Hattiesburg campus of The University of Southern Missis-

sippi. The keynote speaker this year will be Dr. Kristen Stephens, Assistant Professor of the Practice, Program in Educa-

tion, Duke University, who will present ñDigital Storytelling:  Narratives for the 21st Century.ò Dr. Stephens will also 

offer another presentation later in the program called ñProduct Development by Gifted Students.ò 

In addition, Dr. Sandee Manning, Assistant Professor of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education at the University 

of Southern Mississippi, will present ñWhen Gifted Students Underachieve;ò Carol Paola, Executive Director, Missis-

sippi Association for Gifted Children, will present ñParent Advocacy for Gifted Education;ò  and Chauncey Spears, Edu-

cation, will present ñGifted Education in Mississippi.òAdvanced Learning/Gifted Programs Division Director, Office of 

Curriculum & Instruction, Mississippi Department of  

Following the presentations will be Time for Sharing, in which teachers of the gifted share materials, mini-units, activi-

ties, ideas, and products that they have used successfully in the classroom. The conference is offered at no charge to the 

participants. CEUs are available for $20. 

To register for the conference, please contact The Frances A. Karnes for Gifted Studies at 601-266-5236 or visit our 

website at www.usm.edu/gifted.  Registration deadline is February 26, 2010.  

2010 SUMMER PROGRAMS 
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For more information 

on programs at the 

Frances A. Karnes  

Center for Gifted  

Studies, call 601-266

-5236, or visit their 

website at 

www.usm.edu/gifted  

http://www.usm.edu/gifted


 

MAGC Conference 2009 Highlights  
 

Announcing 
the return of 
the MAGC 

conference to 
the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast!! 

MAGC 
Conference 

2010 
September 30 
& October 1 

Biloxi, 
Mississippi 

Keynote: Dr. 
Joseph 

Renzulli  
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For more 

MAGC 

highlights, 

please go to 

our 

website: 

www.magcweb.org 
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Many gifted students along the 

coast did well at the St. Stanislaus 

annual Academic Competition for 

Excellence (ACE), which was held 

on November 7, 2009. Students 

competed in English, math, sci-

ence, and social studies for 1st, 

2nd, and 3rd places. Students also 

competed in a Team Trivia com-

petition. Some of the coast gifted 

students who placed are:  

*R. Breland, 6th grade Journey 

student of Westwortham Elemen-

tary placed 3rd in mathematics. 

*C. Manganti of Orange Grove 

Elementary placed in 6th grade 

English.  

*Long Beach Middle School had 

two present and past Excel stu- 

  

Academic Competition for Excellence  

Robotics Competition VEX Blitz  

Thirty teams with their handmade robots converged at Bayou View Middle School on November 14, 2009 

for a full day of robotics competition.  Teams from different schools worked together to remotely control 

their robots so that the robots could pass a football to the goal post and finally park themselves in their tun-

nel. The objectives were to stress good sportsmanship, team work, and cooperation between teams.  The 

competition was coordinated by Steve Phillips, sponsored by Dupont, and hosted by Team Fusion, the Gulf-

port High School Robotics team.   

     Ten North Bay students from Ms. Edelenôs CREATE class placed first in the 30 team initial round robin 
robotic competition.  They placed second in the final round of the top two. The PowerBots team consisted 
of: H. Erickson, J. Butera, G. Fantroy, J. Steiner, A. Kelly, A. Verastequi, S. Goolsby, J. Roberts, F. Johnson, 
and C. Mosley. 

     The fourth and fifth gifted students in the Quest Lab program at West Elementary in the Gulfport School 
District  won top honors in the 2009 VEX Blitz.  Their teams named the Dragonators, Vex Fusion, and the 
Loch Vex Monsters were awarded the TEAM FUSION award.  This award is given to the team selected by 
Gulfport High Schoolôs 60+ robotics students as the top team throughout the robotics season from design-
ing/building stage through the actual competition.  The award is equal to the Chairmanôs Award presented 
at the high school FIRST robotics competitions, which is the most prestigious and coveted award.  Congratu-
lations to West Elementaryôs gifted program. 

     Another team that participated, the Crocobots from Crossroads Elementary ,also took home one of the 
highest scores. Teacher, Mrs. Helen Donohoe coached gifted students Ari C., James B., Tabitah B., Desirea 
L., Isaiah B., Jessica C., Amberly R.  

     Other teams from gifted programs participating in the robotics competition were Biloxiôs Michel Jr. High 
and Gulfportôs Anniston Avenue.  

Page 10 

   

R. Breland , 6th grade 
Journey student of  
Westworthan Elementary 
placed 3rd place in mathe-
matics at ACE 

Crossroads Elementary                             
(Crocobots) 

  

        North Bay  

    PowerBots Team  

Mandy Goldman, West Lauderdale Elementary School Gifted Art Teacher grades 2-4, 
won the Thad Cochran Distinguished Arts Educator Award. Mandy also achieved  
National Board Early Childhood Recertification. Congratulations Mandy! 

Thad Cochran Distinguished Arts Educator 

dents who placed: C. Chesnutt 

won 1st place in English and C. 

Hill won 3nd place in English. 

*St. Martin Middle School won 

3rd place in the Team Trivia 

contest. Members were: T. Tran, 

R. Ravita, C. Huffman, J. Anse-

man, and A. Gray. 




