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MAGC Annual Conference Huge Success 

The 36th annual conference of the Mississippi Asso-

ciation for Gifted Children was held from September 

29 ς October 1, 2010 at the Imperial Palace Resort 

and Spa in Biloxi, MS. The conference boasted an 

attendance of over 500 participants. Keynote speak-

er, Dr. Joseph Renzulli, discussed the relevance of 

ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƭŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΦ 

The Pre-Conference Institute for Counselors and 

Psychometrists included presentations by Dr. Jack 

Naglieri well-known author of the NNAT, a non-verbal screening instrument used across the 

country. 

The conference was dedicated to the memory of Dr. Conrad Castle, long-time Gifted Program 

Specialist at the Mississippi State Department of Education. Highlights of his memorial included 

thoughts from his daughter, Laura Roberts and Chauncey Spears, MDE Gifted Education Special-

ƛǎǘΦ 5ǊΦ /ŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘΦ a!D/ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜπ

velopment of the Conrad Castle Teacher Grant. 

Heartfelt thanks goes to the many wonderful session presenters which included teachers of the 

gifted from across our state and beyond. Plans are underway for the 2011 conference. Please 

consider submitting a session proposal. 

      ~Dr. Sandee Manning 

The Mississippi Association of Gifted Children 

ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ά5ŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ wƻπ

tunda on January 5, 2011, from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 

p.m.  As the legislative session began, many of us 

were on hand to be a presence in the Capitol to 

show what gifted education means to the future 

of Mississippi. Many thanks to our MAGC Legisla-

tive Committee for making arrangements so that 

this event was a great success.  Highlights from 

the event are pictured on pages 18 and 19 in the 

newsletter. 

Please e-mail news 
for Concepts to Deb-
orah Holt at:  

deboraholt@aol.com 
no later than March 
20, 2011  



MAGC Winter 2010 Volume 22, Number 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

2  

Dear MAGC Friends, 

Thank you for the honor and privilege of serving as your president. As we think about a new 

year and the possibilities that it holds, let us not lose sight of the great foundation in gifted edu-

cation that we have in Mississippi. For instance, our state boasts a mandate to screen, identify, 

and serve intellectually gifted students in grades two through six. Not many states across our 

nation have this legislation in place. We have nearly one thousand teachers of the gifted serving 

approximately 35,000 identified gifted students. Unfortunately, state economic shortfalls jeop-

ardize this foundation. We must protect what we have gained and strive diligently to grid and 

strengthen it against the changing tides of funding. 

The MAGC Executive Board held a retreat last summer to develop goals. The following list highlights some of the key areas in 

which MAGC has committed itself to work: 

Teacher unit funding 

Full funding of mandate in all areas 

Collaboration with all stakeholders and increased parental involvement 

Research on the effects of gifted and talented programs 

Continued quality staff development 

Meeting the challenges of the current testing environment 

Continuous progress curriculum and acceleration 

Early childhood education for the gifted 

Identifying and serving under-represented populations 

These tasks are monumental; however, as we hold dear the foundation that had been laid and strive to build upon it, we 

have the raw materials for success at hand. Join me and the many dedicated educators and parents across our state as we 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘΣ ƎǊƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

The MAGC Executive Board covets your input and support for the coming year and beyond. Please continue to contact your 

state legislators to promote gifted programming. Become an advocate in your local district. Let us work together to build an 

impenetrable fortress dedicated to excellence in education. 

Best regards for a happy and prosperous new year, 

Sandee   

A Message From Our MAGC President... 
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wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ L ǊŜŀŘ 5ǊΦ ¢ƻƳ .ǳǊƴƘŀƳΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ /ƻǊŜ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 

by the Mississippi Board of Education.  By the year 2014-15, MDE anticipates that Mississippi stu-

dents will participate in the common assessments that are being developed for a 26-state consorti-

ǳƳΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘέΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ άǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƻέΗ 

{ƻΧƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜ ƛǎΗ  ¢ƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ 5ǊΦ .ǳǊƴƘŀƳΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

successful in the 21st century, college and career students should be able to: solve problems, com-

ƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭƛȊŜΦέ  {ƻǳƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΚ  aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇπ

pi gifted education outcomes and process skills mirror these expectations.  Once again, we recog-

ƴƛȊŜ /ƻƴǊŀŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎƛƎƘǘΦ 

As you know, we will be in Jackson on January 5th, filling the rotunda with gifted students and dis-

plays of their work. This is an opportunity to show that gifted education in Mississippi is well on its 

way in implementing 21st century skills!  We must show our legislators that the benefits of gifted education are cost effective to 

the future of Mississippi.  This is a message our government leaders will understand and value.  If you have not had the opportuni-

ty to become familiar with the Common Core Standards and 21st Century Skills, take time to do a little research before January 5th, 

so you will be able to share the your knowledge with your legislator. 

If you are going to be there on the 5th, let your legislators know in advance to look for you in the crowd.  Ask your parents to 

contact them, as well. We know that parents value gifted education for their children, and we need their voices in guarding it dur-

ing these difficult economic times.  Remember, gifted programs have been lost all across the country due to apathy.  DO NOT let 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΗ  ¸h¦w ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΗ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ 

home from Jackson, be sure to follow up with your legislators and invite them to be partners-in-learning in your classroom. 

Please let your parents know that our newsletters are available on-line at MAGCweb.org.  We welcome you to contribute pictures 

and articles about your students. As we are no longer limited by what we can afford to have printed, we can fill the website news-

letter with all of the wonderful things going on in gifted education across the state! 

If I can be of service to you or your district in any way, do not hesitate e-mail or call.  Many of us are being expected to accept addi-

tional responsibilities in our schools, but we still are bound by the expectations of MDE to provide a qualitatively differentiated 

ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀrds.  Re-

ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ 5ǊΦ .ǳǊƴƘŀƳΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΗ 

 

Thank you for all you do to serve the needs of gifted children in our state!  See you in Jackson on January 5th! 

Carol Western Paola, Executive Director 

Cwp1gab@aol.com 

228-864-8520 

A Message From Carol Paola, MAGC Executive Director 

mailto:Cwp1gab@aol.com
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Meet our 

MAGC 

Board 

Members:  

Each issue, 

we will fo-

cus on a 

different 

MAGC 

Board 

member so 

you can 

get to know 

them better. 

This issue, 

we will spot-

light Rhon-

da Denton, 

MAGC Vice-

President 

and Debo-

rah Holt, 

Concepts 

Editor.  

Meet Our MAGC Vice-President... 

Meet Our Concepts Editor... 

Rhonda Denton is a product of the Meridian Public School System 

of which she has taught for 25 years minus a few years with the 

Newton Public Schools and the Choctaw Tribal Schools.  Fifteen of 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƘŜǊ 

tenth year in gifted education this year. She presently serves as 

Vice-President of the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children, 

Gifted Contact Person for the Meridian Public School System and 

is a teacher of the intellectually gifted. Rhonda has also taught 

artistically, academically, and creatively gifted children. She is a 

graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi receiving a 

degree of Master of Education with an emphasis in Gifted Educa-

tion. Rhonda has attended many conferences which include: Sa-

vannah Institute for Education in the Arts, Harvard University Pro-

ject Zero, Mississippi Writing and Thinking Institute, and the University of Connecticut Con-

fratute. She is married to Dr. Ray Denton, who is in administration at Meridian Community 

College and teaches at Mississippi State University Meridian Campus. Her hobbies are garden-

ing, exercise, painting, and traveling. 

 

Deborah Holt has served on the MAGC Executive Board as Parent Affiliates Chair, and this is her se-

cond year as Concepts Editor.  She is a teacher of the  intellectually gifted in Long Beach School Dis-

trict and has the dual responsibility of Gifted Contact. She has taught for over 25 years with this be-

ƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ муǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ .Φ{Φ ŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

from the University of Southern Mississippi and her gifted certification from William Carey. She has 

also been a National Board Certified Teacher since 2000. 

 

She has won an array of awards including the Hancock Bank Leo 

Seal Teaching Excellence Award, the prestigious Mississippi Pow-

er Alan Barton Excellence in Teaching Award, and the national 

Leavey Award for Entrepreneurial Education. 

 

Deborah enjoys writing, so the job of being Concepts Editor is a 

joyful one. She encourages her students to write, utilizing the 

.Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ά²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦέ {ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻƻƭ 

she can use with her students in writing is to model her love of 

writing, and having the job of Concepts Editor reinforces that 

love for her students.    
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MAGC Awards Presented at 2010 Conference 

Lora Beasley, teacher of the gifted at Sumrall Elementary School, received the 2010 Francis A. Karnes Excellence in Teaching 

Award at the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children conference in Biloxi, MS.  Lora earned her Masters in Education from 

William Carey University.  She has been teaching gifted education classes at Sumrall since 2006.  Lora presented a unit of study 

on Lewis and Clark and the Westward Expansion during the 2008 MAGC conference.  In the fall of 2009, she was a presenter 

and mentor along with her colleagues for Dr. Nykela Jackson's gifted education class at William Carey University.  

 

Lamar County Gifted Children ς Sumrall parent affiliate group re-

ceived the Sherrye C. Thompson Parent Advocacy Award for Excel-

lence in Gifted Education at the 2010 Mississippi Association for 

Gifted Children conference in Biloxi, MS.  The group was recognized 

for outstanding parental support for the gifted education program 

in Sumrall.  The award was presented by Glenn Nobles, president-

elect of MAGC.  Representing the parent group from Sumrall was 

Kelly Lott and Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Lowe.  

Kegan Salloum, a student at St. James Catholic School in Gulfport is 

winner of the Nicholas Green Award. He was presented with a $250 

Savings Bond at the 2010 MAGC Conference. 
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Advancing 
Potentialé 
and All That 
Jazz!  

 

NAGC Call 
for Proposals 
for the 58th 
Annual Con-
ference to be 
held in New 
Orleans, LA  

November 3 -6, 
2011 

 

Go to:  

www.nagc.org 
for infor-
mation on 
submitting a 

proposal.  

Teacher Scholarships 

The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies offers scholarships during the 

summer semester for full-time students in graduate degree programs with an em-

phasis in Gifted Education.  Both the Frances A. Karnes Endowed Scholarship and 

the Christopher J. Karnes Gifted Education Memorial Fund provide $500 scholar-

ships to recipients. 

 

Saturday Gifted Studies Program 

The Saturday Gifted Studies Program will be held from January 22-March 5, 2011, 

on the Hattiesburg campus of the University of Southern Mississippi.  The program 

meets on seven consecutive Saturdays from 9 a.m. ς noon from the middle of Jan-

uary through March. It is open to gifted students in pre-kindergarten (4- or 5-year 

olds) through Grade 12.  The program is designed to enhance cognitive and affec-

tive abilities of gifted students through planned enrichment/acceleration pro-

gramming. Emphasis is placed on participation in areas that provide in-depth anal-

ysis of specific topics in small group activities with other gifted youth. 

 

Spring Day of Sharing for Teachers of the Gifted 

The Spring Day of Sharing for Teachers of the Gifted will be held on March 4, 2011, 

on the Hattiesburg campus of the University of Southern Mississippi. The keynote 

speaker will be Dr. Kevin Besnoy who will be speaking on technology and the gift-

ed. 

Leadership Studies Program 

The Leadership Studies Program will be held from June 12-17, 2011, on the 

Hattiesburg campus of the University of Southern Mississippi.  The Leadership 

Studies Program is a one-week residential program for students in grades six 

through eleven who have a desire to develop leadership abilities and who do not 

have pre-existing qualifications.  Students will be housed in dormitories on cam-

pus. The program consists of Leadership I, Leadership II and Leadership III. The 

cost of the program is $520.00 which includes tuition, room and board, recrea-

tional activities and limited accident insurance. Students will be supervised at all 

times by qualified staff members. The application deadline is March 31, 2011. 

Announcements from the Karnes Center 
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Summer Gifted Studies Program 

The Summer Gifted Studies Program, a one-week residential program, will be held 

from June 19-24, 2011, on the Hattiesburg campus of the University of Southern 

Mississippi. The program is available for students in grades four through eight with 

intelligence quotients of 120 or above on an administered test, or the 90th percentile 

or above at the national level on an achievement test.  Courses offered include:  

How to be a Detective, Business Leaders: Today and Tomorrow, Inventions, Money! 

Money! Money! , Write On! , Designing Games, and Express Yourself. The cost of the 

program is $520.00 which includes tuition, room and board, recreational activities 

and limited accident insurance. The application deadline is March 31, 2011.  

 

Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth 

The Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth, a three-week residential 

program, will be held from July 3-22, 2011, on the Hattiesburg campus of the Univer-

sity of Southern Mississippi.  The program is designed for students in grades seven 

through ten who qualify based on SAT or ACT results.  A variety of intensive courses 

will be offered  such as mathematics, including Algebra I and Algebra II, geometry, 

trigonometry, calculus and modern analysis;  human anatomy/physiology, forensic 

science, polymer science; psychology, criminal justice, creative writing, and debate. 

The cost of the program is $1900.00 which includes tuition, room and board, recrea-

tional activities and limited accident insurance. The application deadline is April 30, 

2011. 

To register for the programs, please call The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted 

Studies at 601-266-5236 or visit our Website at www.usm.edu/gifted. 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements from the Karnes Center  

 

 

 

For more in-
formation on 
programs at 
the Frances 
A. Karnes 
Center for 
Gifted Stud-
ies, call 601-
266 -5236, 
or visit their 
website at:  

www.usm.edu
/gifted  
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MAGC Conference 2010 Highlights... 
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MAGC Conference 2010 Highlights... 
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Gail Hammond Hometown Hero 

Northwest Rankin Ele-

mentary fifth grader 

Chris Hart wrote the 

winning essay of the 

Hometown Heroes 

Essay Competition 

sponsored by AT&T 

and the AT&T Pioneers 

for the grand opening 

festivities of the Mis-

ǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳπ

seum.  Because Chris wrote the winning essay, his class will be the first to enter and tour the museum. 

Chris is a student of Ms. Angie Awad.  His hero is his gifted program teacher, Ms. Gail Hammond.  He writes, Ms. Hammond 

άǇǳǎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦέ  Chris and his class were surprised during an October 27 assembly to an-

nounce the winner.  

/ƘǊƛǎΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǊŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ-look at the wonders of 

the museum during a private ceremony in early December.  The Northwest Rankin Elementary class will represent the thousands 

of Mississippi children who will tour the museum in the days ahead. 

Former educators judged the essays, which were submitted from around the state, on clarity, creativity, originality, basic grammar 

and writing skill.  

On October 12, 2010, Lighthouse Business & Professional Women (BPW) held its annual Women of 

Achievement Awards at the IP Casino Resort Spa Ballroom. The formal luncheon and ceremony was 

attended by nearly 300 movers and shakers from every industry represented on the Coast  

Each year, Lighthouse BPW recognizes an outstanding woman in each of the following categories: Ed-

ucation, Medical, Nonprofit, and Corporate (Government & Military included). An overall winner is 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǇ п ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ϧ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ нлмл 

Woman of the Year Award. 

Joyce Youngblood is a Gifted Educator at Anniston Avenue Elementary School in Biloxi. She is a veteran teacher of 24 years and cur-

rently serves as Past President of the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children. She also served as state conference chair and presi-

dent of the association. Mrs. Youngblood was selected as Anniston Teacher of the Year and recipient of the Hancock Bank Leo Seal 

Teacher award. Mrs. Youngblood co-ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ DǳƭŦǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΦ aǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎōƭƻƻŘ 

resides in Gulfport with her husband, Barry. She remains active with various organizations, and she is currently the teacher sponsor 

for Kids FACE, an environmental organization for students.  

We are so proud of Joyce Youngblood for winning this very much deserved award. Carol Paola, Executive Director of MAGC, was last 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǘŜŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴΦ  

Joyce Youngblood is 2010 Lighthouse Business and Professional Woman of 

Achievement Winner in Education 
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Dr. Toy Co-Authors Chapter in New Book 

Dr. Royal Toy, Assistant Professor of Education and Coordinator of Gifted Studies at the Mississippi Uni-

versity for Women, co-authored a chapter in the new book from Prufrock Press, Special Populations in 

Gifted EducationΦ 5ǊΦ ¢ƻȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΥ .ŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛǾŜ 

DƛŦǘŜŘƴŜǎǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅ WŀƛƳŜ /ŀǎǘŜƭƭŀƴƻ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀ CǊŀȊƛŜǊΦ 

Ashley Barefoot, a second grade gifted education teacher at Oak Grove Gifted Education Center in the Lamar County School 

District joined an Earthwatch research team for an 8-day expedition in Costa Rica to help scientists determine sustainable cof-

fee farming practices in the region.  .ŀǊŜŦƻƻǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭ IŀǊŘƛƴ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

From July 4th to 11th, Barefoot joined 5 other Earthwatch volunteers from the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀƴ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ /ǳǇέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  The research team was led by Dr. John Banks of the University of 

Washington, Tacoma and Sebastiàn Castro Tanzi, a native Costa Rican scientist studying at the University of Vermont. 

 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ the 

field.  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ to 

ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .ŀǊŜŦƻƻǘΦ  {ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƛs 

intense.  L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀ Ϸо ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŜŀǇ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŦfort 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƛǘΗέ  

This project was designed to help increase sustainable coffee farming practices in the Tarrazú region of Costa Rica, with the 

ability to be replicated in other farms and coffee regions.  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά¢ŀǊǊŀȊǵέ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ IǳŜǘŀǊ ǿƻǊŘ at-

arrazúΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǊƻŎƪȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦέ  /ƻŦŦŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǘǊŀŘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛπ

ty.  Costa Rica exemplifies one of the most dramatic shifts toward intensive coffee production.  Currently there is increasing 

recognition that such intensive farming practices are unsustainable for the farming community, for maintaining coffee yield 

and for the environment.  (Source: Earthwatch Institute Expedition Briefing 2010: Project Overview) 

 The Earthwatch volunteers used Geographic Information Systems tools, baited traps, and soil coring to help researchers meas-

ure the biodiversity of pollinators and the relative biomass of coffee plantations.  

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

fact that sometimes science is dirty work, literally.  LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊǘȅ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǘΗέ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ .ŀǊŜŦƻƻǘΦ  άL ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ of 

hands-ƻƴΣ ΨŘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊǘȅΩ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΗέ 

Teacher Joins Coffee Farming Research Team With Earthwatch 

Institute 
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Kim Clemons is Biloxi School District Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Kim Clemons, a gifted education teacher at Beauvoir Elementary and Jeff Davis 

9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƻȄƛ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳōΩǎ .ŜǾŜǊƭȅ .ǊƛǎŎƻŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

teaching accomplishments in Biloxi Public Schools. Mrs. Clemons shares her passion for 

her subject by providing opportunities for her students to compete in state and nation-

al competitions such as: Vex Robotics Competition, the Stock Market Game, Doodle for 

DƻƻƎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ t.{ !ǳǘƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

She creatively teaches Gifted Education by using such units as Survivor/Create Your 

Own Island Culture for 4th and 5th grade gifted students. She introduces economic 

education with the Federal Reserve publication Once Upon a Dime, about bartering, 

needs and wants, opportunity cost, currency and financial institutions.  She extends the lessons further by introducing the 

Stock Market Game, where students learn how to choose the companies in which they wish to purchase shares of stock, and 

how to become good stewards of their money, when they become adults.  In the 3 years that her students have competed in 

the Stock Market Game, she has had 6 teams who finished in the top three teams in the state.  She has also had two students 

win the Merrill Lynch Young Entrepreneur Award in 2009 and 2010.  In addition to their awards she takes the money that the 

teams receive and purchases Investment Bonds, starting their personal investment portfolios. 

IŜǊ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŜȄ wƻōƻǘƛŎǎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ aǊǎΦ /ƭŜƳƻƴǎΩǎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƻƴ ƛƴ нллтΣ ǿƻƴ ƛƴ нллуΣ ŀǎ 

well as receiving the Team Spirit Award and received Most Points Earned trophy and Team Spirit Awards in 2009. 

aǊǎΦ /ƭŜƳƻƴǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ά/{L-.ƛƭƻȄƛέΣ ǘƘŜ рǘƘ ŀƴŘ сǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ р Ŏƻƴπ

secutive Fridays and perform over 30 experiments in forensic science, using the scientific method.  Some of the experiments 

included are luminol detection, FACES technology (for identifying suspects), which is the same technology that professional 

forensic crime scene investigators use, fingerprint technology like using magnetic powder and super glue fumigator chambers. 

Mrs. Clemons is not only passionate about her subject, but is also passionate about her students, peers, parents and mentors, 

as well as the other students who are not in her classroom, but are a part of both student bodies. Beauvoir and Jeff Davis Ele-

mentary are very proud of this outstanding teacher. 

Jeff Davis Elementary Gifted Students Win Mississippi Stock  

Market Game 

Jeff Davis Stock Market Game Team #2, consisting of LaDazea Bridges (Captain), Deanna Taylor, Norasol Gabriel, and Alexis 

Cowan won 1st place for the 2009 Fall Elementary Division of the MS Stock Market Game. There were 68 teams in the elemen-

tary division. They also placed 13th in the overall category consisting of over 560 

high school, middle school and elementary teams.  They were the only elementary 

school place in the top 15. The team started with $100,000 mythological money to 

purchase shares of stock, or mutual funds and made over $15,000 in 15 weeks! 

The team, along with their teacher, Mrs. Kim Clemons and Principal Mrs. Aline Bali-

us, attended the awards luncheon in Jackson the first week of May. Along with their 

plaque, each member of the team received a $50 Investment Bond to start their 

own investment portfolios. 
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Students With a New Perspective 
 

Students are challenged daily to find dif-

ferent avenues of how to treat those 

around them with empathy, compassion, 

respect, and humility. Many times, as edu-

cators, we focus on their intellectual de-

velopment and ignore their socio-

emotional development. As a result, in general this generation of children is maturing intellectually 

without much of a focus on a conscious and knowledge of how to treat their fellow human beings. 

¢ƘƛǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ [ȅƴŘŀ CƭȅƴƴΩǎ tŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ά9ƳǇŀǘƘȅ DƭŀǎǎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

and situations around them. To practice their newly developed perspectives, students took a fieldtrip 

to the local Stewpot and helped serve a meal. 

As our future leaders, they are becoming better equipped to not only solve world problems, but in a 

more humane and compassionate way.  

 

      

The gifted students at Rankin Elementary in Tupelo MS worked this year on a service learning project. 

Gifted students in the third, fourth, and fifth grades learned about a community charity called Project 

Hope. This charity aids people who need help with medical bills that are related to diseases such as 

diabetes, heart disease and cancer. 

The gifted students made pottery and sold it as well as other items at the school store. They also de-

signed a t-shirt and sold these to raise money. 

At the Project Hope Event, the students won third place 

in booth design, first place in the talent competition, and 

honorable mention in the cake decorating competition. 

The students raised almost $2000.00 for Project Hope. 

These students were sponsored by their teachers, Judy 

Dunehew, Kaye Roper, and Sherry Willis. 

Tupelo Gifted Students Work on Service Learning Project 

 

Check out 
these great 
sites for kids:  

http://

cli-

mate.nasa.gov

/kids 

 

http://

scijinks.gov 

 

http://

space-

place.nasa.go

v 

 

 

 

 

Please e-mail 
news for Con-
cepts to Deb-
orah Holt at:  

debo-

raholt@aol.com 

No later than 
March 20, 
2011  
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Following weeks of research, computer programming, and robotics design, the 

DeLisle Elementary School 4th and 5th DǊŀŘŜ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtŜŀƴǳǘ 

.ǳǎǘŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƪȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎΣέ  ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

creative thinking, teamwork, presentation skills, competitive play and sportsman-

ǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ CƛǊǎǘ [ŜƎƻ [ŜŀƎǳŜ .ƻŘȅ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀπ

ment which took place on Saturday, December 4, 2010 at the Lake Terrace Conven-

tion Center in Hattiesburg..  First Lego League actively engages young students in 

authentic scientific research and teamwork activities that allow kids to identify and 

create innovative solutions to real-word problems. 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƻŘȅ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ άtŜŀƴǳǘ .ǳǎǘŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƪȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎέ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ .ƛƻƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜƴƎƛπ

ƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ 

and shared their findings. 

¢ƘŜ άtŜŀƴǳǘ .ǳǎǘŜǊǎέ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǇŜŀƴǳǘ ŀƭƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ άtŜŀƴǳǘ tǊƻōŜΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƪ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƛƻǎŜƴǎƻǊǎ ǘƻ 

ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜŀƴǳǘ ŀƭƭŜǊƎȅ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŀƴǳǘǎ ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ άtŜŀƴǳǘ .ǳǎǘŜǊǎέ ǘŜŀƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ 

Solution 1st tƭŀŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ-considered and creative, with good 

potential to actually solve the biomedical engineering problem researched. (Peanut Busters pictured with their robot 

ά¢ǊƻǳōƭŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ мst Place Innovative Solution Trophy in the picture above: Seated, left to right:  Taylor 

Cheselski, Alyssa Prang, Lillie Moran, Taylor Gaston Standing, left to right: Kyle Thomas, Luke Meyer, Breyton Moran, Nick Wal-

rod.) 

¢ƘŜ ά{ƪȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎΣέ ŀ ǊƻƻƪƛŜ ǊƻōƻǘƛŎǎ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ 

ά[ƛƎƘǘ {ŀōŜǊ /ƻƳōΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳō ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ¦± ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƘŜŀŘ ƭƛŎŜ 

without harmful chemicals. (Sky Walkers pictured with their robot in the picture 

ōŜƭƻǿΣ άYƴƻŎƪƻǳǘ WǳƴƛƻǊέΥCǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΣ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ aŀǊǘƛƴΣ [ƻƎŀƴ 5ǳōǳπ

isson, Grace Lawing, Charles Coster Back row, left to right: Megan Hansen, Pay-

ton Davenport, Amiah Cappie, Haley Holmes.) 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ C[[Σ ǘƘŜ άtŜŀƴǳǘ .ǳǎǘŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƪȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎέ 

learned that fun and learning go hand-in-hand, and that an inspired mind can 

accomplish anything! 

Robots Rule at DeLisle Elementary School in Pass Christian 

First Lego League Hold Mississippi Tournament 

Matthew Myles (left) and Agrippa Kellum from Armstrong Middle School in Starkville, watch as their LEGO robot competes 

during a Dec. 4 tournament. Elementary and middle school students from across Mississippi gathered in Hattiesburg to partici-

pate in the Mississippi Championship FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Sci-

ence and Technology) LEGO League Tournament. Each year, students use the LEGO 

MINDSTORMS system to build robots designed to complete particular tasks. The 

Roseland Park Baptist Church Academy team from Picayune won the most prestig-

ƛƻǳǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘΦ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊŜ 

Values Award for Teamwork. Stennis supports FIRST LEGO League each year by 

providing mentors, training and tournament volunteers. 
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Doodle 4 Google Competition 

The Chalybeate Gifted Students, under the direction of Ms. Whitney Wooten, recently participated 

in the Doodle 4 Google Competition sponsored by the Smithsonian Institute of Art and Design. Doo-

dle 4 Google is a competition that allows students to incorporate their own creative and unique 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ ƭƻƎƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎΣ άLŦ L /ƻǳƭŘ 5ƻ !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ²ƻǳƭŘΦΦΦέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳπ

dents were also asked to write essays explaining the designs they created.  

After a local contest, six doodles were selected and mailed to New York in March. The judging panel 

consisted of cartoonists and animators from organizations such as The Sesame Street Workshop, 

Dr. Seuss Enterprises, Charles M. Schulz Creative Associates and Peanuts and Pixar Animation Studi-

os. The doodles were judged based on the following criteria: Artistic Merit;, Creativity of theme and 

use of Google logo, Theme Communication: How well the theme was expressed,  and Appropriate-

ness of supporting statements.  

A total of 33, 000 doodles were submitted. Of these, 400 state winners were selected. The State of 

Mississippi Winners for two separate divisions were both Chalybeate Gifted Students: Kaitlyn Hug-

gins-5th Grade (Winner of 4th-6th Grade Division) & Carlie Alsup- 8th Grade (Winner of 7th -9th Grade 

Division). Kaitlyn and Carlie were both given plaques and recognized locally by Chalybeate School 

Principal Mr. Scott Smith. Also, each of the 400 State Finalists will receive a Doodle 4 Google certifi-

cate and be featured on the website for a year. www.doodle4google.com  

YŀƛǘƭȅƴΩǎ 5ƻƻŘƭŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǎŀȅΥ I Want to Be a Teacher άLŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘπ

er. My doodle represents all the tools that are involved in teaching. I want to be a teacher because I 

ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

/ŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǎŀȅΥ Art Expression: άLŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǊǘ ŜȄπ

pression. My doodle incorporates the gold and blue swirls and red sunflowers from both Van 

DƻƎƘΩǎ ά{ǘŀǊǊȅ bƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ ά{ǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊέ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎΦ L ŀŘƳƛǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƴŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ±ŀƴ DƻƎƘΦέ 

Ms. Whitney Wooten would like to thank all her gifted students for participating in this competition 

and using their creative gifts and talents each day. She would also like to congratulate Kaitlyn and 

Carlie for their amazing success.  

Go on, ask us 
anything about 
weather, 
storms, Earthôs 
atmosphere, 
and even space 
weather. We 
will put your 
questions on 
the new ñAsk a 
SciJinks Ex-
pertò page, 
along with a 
link to a video, 
game, or illus-
trated explana-
tion on the web 
site: 

http://
scijinks.gov 

 

 

The latest issue 
of the Space 
Place Newslet-
ter: News and 
Notes for For-
mal and Infor-
mal Educators 
is available at: 
http://  

space-
place.jpl.nasa.g
ov/en/
educators/ 

NAGC New Gifted Programming Standards 

NAGC provides a downloadable booklet with their new 2010 gifted programming standards. These new 

standards have been developed with input from a variety of stakeholders over the past two years and 

integrate principles and concepts from the initial program standards, which were developed in 1998, 

and the national NAGC-CEC/TAG teacher preparation standards. You will note an increased focus on 

diversity and collaboration=two powerful principles that guide high quality programs and services. The 

new standards use student outcomes for goals, rather than teacher practices. Both revisions create 

stronger standards and keep them in line with the thinking in education standards generally. Go to:  

www. nagc.org to  look over these new standards.  

http://www.doodle4google.com/
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