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SUMMER ISSUE 

OF CONCEPTS BY 

JUNE 10, 2011 TO:  

deboraholt@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      At the March meeting of the State Board 
of Education, the Office of Educational Ac-
countability received approval  to begin the 
Administrative Procedures Act process  to 
add Standard 23.9τGifted Education to the 
Mississippi Public School Accountability 
Standards, 2010 .   

     At the April meeting the Mississippi 
Board of Education approved adding Stand-
ard 23.9 ς Gifted Education to the Missis-
sippi Public School Accountability Stand-
ards, 2010, after it cleared the Administra-
tive Procedures Act process without public 
comment. 

     MAGC would like to express its gratitude to the Mississippi Department of Ed-
ucation and the Mississippi Board of Education for recognizing the importance of 
gifted education in our State.  According to Chauncey Spears, this will go into ef-
fect for the 2011-12 school year.  More information will be disseminated by MDE 
in the coming months.   
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Compliance with Gifted Regulations and Standards Added to the 

Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards 

MAGC President Sandee Manning and Carol 

Paola, Executive Director, are pictured above 

with Dr. Tom Burhnam, State Superintendent, 

and Paul Sumrall, Associate Superintendent:   

Communications and Legislation.   

 

 

We have a unique opportunity this fall to attend  two 

conferences addressing gifted education that are in  

close proximity to most locations throughout Mississippi. 

Our state MAGC Conference will be held in Hattiesburg, MS 

September 28-30, 2011. The national NAGC  Conference will 

be held in New Orleans, LA November 3-6, 2011.  

     Concepts! 
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Dear MAGC Friends, 

 

 The current legislative session is nearly in the history books. We have not made any 
gains in funding for gifted education or education in general. It is disappointing to realize 
that the feeling of some legislators is increased funding will not help our state prosper 
academically. Some feel that since education funding has increased through the years, 
there should now be a significant improvement in academic performance. Perhaps what 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΩǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿπ
est in the nation ς not to mention our teacher salaries. Given the number of children at-
tending rural districts and districts comprised of a majority of children from low economic 
circumstances, we need to be increasing funding not cutting. Alas this seems not to be 
the case in this legislative session. However, rather than being bitter, take the time to thank the many representa-
tives who worked not only to maintain level funding, but also to increase it. Check the voting records on the Legis-
ƭŀǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΦ !ǎ bŀƴŎȅ [ƻƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎƻ ŀǇǘƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ς our voices are be-
ing heardς we must redouble our efforts and make our votes count in the upcoming state elections. 

 I suggest we use the time between legislative sessions to get to know our representatives and senators on a 
more personal level especially those running for office. This is the time to build connections and relationships with 
our elected officials so that when we do ask for specific items regarding education our voices will come through 
louder and clearer than ever before. Our public servants are individuals with families and responsibilities just like 
us. We honor them with the privilege of serving the public good. What better reason to get to know these individu-
als on a personal level.  

 Another avenue for learning more about our state legislators and building relationships is Facebook. Repre-
sent Toby Barker spoke to the MAGC Executive Board a few months ago and told us that many legislators are now 
using Facebook to connect with their constituents. I sent a friend request to my State Senator, Chris McDaniel, and 
ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ όŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴύ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ 
feel less removed from the political process. I strongly advise everyone to do this. I have also begun following the 
tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳǇ-to-the minute coverage of what is happening in legislative ses-
sions especially as it pertains to education. 

 Finally let me say how excited we are to hold the 2011 Conference in Hattiesburg at the Lake Terrace Con-
vention Center. It is wonderful to be able to bring the conference to Hattiesburg and the facilities are excellent. 
Our conference chair and president-elect, Glenn Nobles, has so many wonderful things in store for us. And . . . . we 
have listened to your comments regarding CEUs and the process will be back to its streamlined ease for the 2011 
conference. Additionally, Donna Welborn, is heading up the Pre-Conference Institute for Counselors and Psychom-
etrists and has many wonderful items on her agenda. I encourage you to submit a conference proposal and join us 
September 28 - 30 in Hattiesburg for the MAGC 2011 Conference. 

 As always, the MAGC Executive Board covets your input and support. Please build relationships with your 
state legislators to promote gifted programming and adequate funding for all educational endeavors. Become an 
advocate in your local district and make plans to take part in the 2011 conference as a presenter and/or partici-
pant.  

 

Thank you for all you do for our children in Mississippi, 

 

Sandee 

A Message From Our MAGC President... 
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Last year when funding for gifted education was changed from teacher units as 
an add-on program to inclusion in funding for MAEP, many of us felt it was the 
άƪƛǎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘέ ŦƻǊ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
relative safety of the MAEP as vocational education was the target of the gover-
ƴƻǊΩǎ ŀȄΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳπ
cational leadership of our state!  When I thanked Dr. Burnham for his support of 
the inclusion of gifted education in the accountability standards, his response was 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ άǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  Iƻǿ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 
leaders at MDE looking out for gifted students.  Please be sure you let them know 
how much they are appreciated!   

 

How this new development will affect gifted programs in our districts has yet to 
be determined, but it is the first time compliance with gifted regulations and 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
Chauncey Spears to thank for pursuing this avenue of support.    

 

As we finish another school year, it is time to take stock of what we have accomplished and make plans for next year.  
Along with your students, parents, teachers, and administrators, you have evaluated your programs.  Although we love 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ǝƻŀƭǎ 
to make changes.   

 

We know that our programs must be more rigorous and highly visible in order to defend their value.  Take every op-
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άōǳƳǇ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀ ƴƻǘŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ 
what they have learned.   

 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΧǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻƴ ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέΧƳǳǎŜǳƳǎΣ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴ 
ǊƛŘŜǎΣ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ 
during the school year because of our many commitments.  Make every minute of summer count.  You will be glad you 
did!   

 

Remember, if I can be of service to you or your district in any way, do not hesitate to e-mail or call.  Thank you for all 
you do to serve the needs of gifted children in our state! 

 

Carol Western Paola, Executive Director 

Cwp1gab@aol.com               

228-864-8520/228-860-1763 

      A Message from Carol Paola,  

MAGC Executive Director 

mailto:Cwp1gab@aol.com
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Meet our 

MAGC 

Board 

Members:  

Each issue, 

we will fo-

cus on a 

different 

MAGC 

Board 

member so 

you can 

get to know 

them better. 

This issue, 

we will spot-

light Dana 

Jeffcoat 

Seymour, 

Parent Affili-

ate Chair-

person and 

Melissa 

Pierce, Re-

cording 

Secretary. 

Meet Our MAGC Parent Affiliate Chairperson... 

Meet Our MAGC Recording Secretary... 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 5ŀƴŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ a!D/ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ tŀǊŜƴǘ !ŦŦƛƭƛπ
ate chairperson. A native of New Orleans, she holds degrees from Centenary 
College and Louisiana State University. A former middle school teacher, Dana 
earned her M.Ed. in Gifted Studies from Mississippi University for Women; she 
is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology from MSU. 

 

Dana is the Research Specialist at the Roger F. Wicker Center for Creative 
Learning on the campus of MUW. Her areas of interest are gifted advocacy, 
social-emotional issues of giftedness, special programs for gifted students, 
and the impact of NCLB on gifted education. She speaks frequently to parent 
groups and has presented workshops at several professional 
development events for teachers.   

 

Dana is an avid sports fan and cook, and thinks that Saturdays 
should either be spent in a football stadium or in the kitchen. 

 

Melissa Pierce teaches second grade gifted studies at Petal Pri-
mary School. She has taught for ten years with this year being 
her third year teaching gifted students. She received her B.S. 
degree in Elementary Education (K-8) from USM in 
1997 and M.Ed. in Special Education/Gifted (K-12) in 2009. 
Maintaining active involvement with gifted advocacy efforts in 
our state, Melissa presently serves on the MAGC Executive 
Board as Recording Secretary, and as Webmaster for the Pine 
Belt Gifted Teachers Association. In 2009 and 2010, she coordi-

ƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎ ά! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭέΣ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ 
her students in community service through performing arts. She has also imple-
mented several school-wide enrichment initiatives, and was awarded the 2011 Han-
cock Bank Leo Seal Teacher Recognition Award for her school-wide Primary Science-
Literacy Project. 
  

Melissa and her husband, Dean, have been married for 21 years and have two sons, 

Matt and Jake. As a parent and teacher, she is passionate about excellence in gifted 

education and committed to the improvement of programs and practices for young 

gifted children.  
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Bipartisan Legislation to End U.S. Neglect of High -Potential  

Students Is Introduced  

WASHINGTON (April 15, 2011) ï The National Association for Gifted Children applauds the introduction of bipar-
tisan legislation to end the longstanding neglect of high-achieving and high-potential students in the U.S., a neglect 
that is leaving the nation less competitive against global rivals and ill prepared for the future. 
 
The legislation, known as the TALENT (To Aid Gifted and High-Ability Learners by Empowering the Nation's Teachers) 
Act, will require states and local districts to include gifted and talented and high potential students in their plans for 
using federal funding, require states to report on the performance of gifted students on their annual state report 
cards and help better prepare teachers to work with this special-needs population. 
 
"As a nation, we have neglected our gifted and talented and high-potential students for far too long, to our detri-
ment. Not only do our students continue to lag behind the world on the most recent international tests, but few U.S. 
students are reaching the highest levels on state, national and international tests, a sign we are not focusing on de-
veloping advanced talent in our schools. The TALENT Act is a meaningful and cost-effective solution to this problem," 
said NAGC President Ann Robinson. "Achieving excellence in our schools today is necessary to achieve economic re-
covery and vitality tomorrow. If we fail to identify and develop our most talented students, we fail to prepare for the 
future," Robinson added. 
 
Introduced yesterday in the Senate by Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) and Bob Casey (D-PA) and today in the House by 
Reps. Elton Gallegly (R-CA) and Donald Payne (D-NJ), the TALENT Act will require states and districts to report on the 
learning progress of high-ability students. It will also require that schools receiving Title I funding ς those that serve a 
high proportion of students from disadvantaged settings ςinclude gifted and talented and high-potential learners in 
their plans for the federal funds. "For too long, federal education policy has been so focused on preventing failure 
that we have neglected to promote and encourage success," said Senator Chuck Grassley. "We can no longer afford 
to ignore the needs of our brightest students and thus squander their potential. TALENT will put our country on track 
to tap that potential which is so essential to the future happiness and success of the students and the future prosper-
ity of our nation." 
 
In addition to ensuring all high-ability students are rightly identified, TALENT seeks to make sure these students re-
ceive the necessary services and support from appropriately trained school personnel ςincluding principals, teachers 
and counselors ς by supporting the development of best practice strategies and getting them into the hands of edu-
cators through dissemination efforts and professional development grants. It will also collect appropriate data on 
high-ability students to enable policymakers and educators to make informed decisions. 
 
"TALENT recognizes the urgent need to better support high-ability students, and goes about doing so in a cost-
effective manner. NAGC applauds Senators Casey and Grassley and Congressmen Gallegly and Payne for their leader-
ship, and urges all Members of Congress to support this much-needed bill," Robinson said. 
 

 

(Article taken from  www.nagc.org)  
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Advancing 
Potentialé 
and All That 
Jazz!  

For more in-
formation on 
attending the 
NAGC Con-
ference, go 
to: nagc.org  

 

 

Leadership Studies Program 

June 12-17, 2011 

The Leadership Studies Program will be held from June 12-17, 2011, at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. This is a one-week residential program designed for students in grades 6 -11, who have 
a desire to develop and enhance their leadership abilities. Students will be housed in dormitories 
on campus. Tuition includes room, board, recreational activities, and limited accident insurance.  

  

Leadership I is a program with specific emphasis on leadership skills. Training will include those 
areas necessary for leadership development: fundamentals of leadership, written and oral commu-
nication, group dynamics, problem-solving, planning, personal skills, and decision making. Avenues 
for becoming leaders in the schools, communities, and religious affiliations will be utilized to 
heighten the awareness and development of leadership potential.  

 

Leadership II is a continuation of the program, with leadership I as a prerequisite for entry. It is an 
intense study to further develop leadership concepts and qualities. Emphasis is placed on the psy-
chology of leadership, assertiveness training, and situational leadership.  

 

Leadership III is an extension of the program, with Leadership II as a prerequisite for entry. Train-
ing will focus on the legal aspects of leadership, developing personal power, and leadership for the 
future. The students also have the opportunity for informal interaction with adult leaders. Finan-
cial aid is available based on need, on a limited basis. The deadline for registration is March 31, 
2011. 

 

For additional information about the Leadership Studies Program, please write  The Frances A. 
Karnes Center for Gifted Studies, The University of Southern Mississippi, 118 College Drive #8207, 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001, or call 601.266.5236, or e-mail gifted.studies@usm.edu. Information 
may also be found on our website, http://www.usm.edu/gifted. 

 

Summer Gifted Studies Program 

June 19-24, 2011 

The Summer Gifted Studies Program will be held June 19-24, 2011, at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. This one-week residential program is designed for intellectually gifted students in 
grades 4 through 8 with intelligence quotients of 120 or above on an individually administered test 
or the 90th percentile or above at the national level on an achievement test.  The program enhanc-
es the cognitive abilities of gifted students through planned enrichment/acceleration activities. 
Content areas are combined with processing skills to enable students to explore a wide variety of 
topics.  Course selections include: Mind Power, Business Leader: Today and Tomorrow, Inventions, 
Money! Money! Money!, World Cultural Connections, Design Studio, and Write On!. Students will 
be housed in dormitories on the Hattiesburg campus of The University of Southern Mississippi.  
Instructional activities will be conducted in classrooms and laboratories on campus. Recreational 
activities and cultural events will be included, based upon availability.  

 

Announcements from the Karnes Center 
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The tuition cost includes room, board, recreational and cultural activities, and limited accident insur-

ance. Financial aid is available on a limited basis, based on need. The deadline for application is March 

31, 2011.  For additional information about the Summer Gifted Studies Program please write The 

Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies, The University of Southern Mississippi, 118 College Drive 

#8207, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001, or call 601.266.5236, or e-mail gifted.studies@usm.edu. Infor-

mation may also be found on our website, http://www.usm.edu/gifted.  

 

Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth 

July 3-22, 2011 

 

The Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth will be held July 3-22, 2011 at the University of 
Southern Mississippi.  This three-week residential program serves eligible students currently enrolled 
in grades 7 through 10. This program is a cooperative effort with the Duke University Talent Identifi-
cation Program that provides a balance of educational, cultural, and recreational experiences. Stu-
dents will be housed in residential halls at the Hattiesburg campus where they will be supervised by 
residential counselors when they are not in class. Students will participate in quality learning experi-
ences that allow them to progress at a rate and a level appropriate for high-ability students. Course 
selections include: Precalculus Mathematics, Human Anatomy and Physiology, Criminal Justice, Crea-
tive Writing, Polymer Science, Political Science, Psychology, Forensic science, and Debate.  

 

To be eligible, applicants must have earned qualifying SAT or ACT scores as a seventh grader. Re-
quired qualifying SAT and ACT scores differ depending on the academic course chosen. The tuition 
cost includes room, board, recreational and cultural activities, and limited accident insurance.  Finan-
cial aid is available on a limited basis, based on need. The deadline for application is April 30, 2011. 
For additional information about the Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth, please 
write The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies, The University of Southern Mississippi, 118 
College Drive #8207, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001, or call 601.266.5236, or e-mail gift-
ed.studies@usm.edu. Information may also be found on our website, http://www.usm.edu/gifted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements from the Karnes Center  

 

 

 

For more in-
formation on 
programs at 
the Frances 
A. Karnes 
Center for 
Gifted Stud-
ies, call 601-
266 -5236, 
or visit their 
website at:  

www.usm.edu
/gifted  
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New Books in Gifted Education... 

 

 

 

Riley, T. (2011). Teaching gifted students in the inclusive classroom. In F. A. Karnes and K. R. Ste-

phens (Eds.), Practical Strategies Series in Autism Education. Waco, TX: Prufrock Press 

 

Appropriate learning for gifted and talented students is adjusted in pace, depth, and breadth 

through differentiated curricula that are both enriched and accelerated.  This is often accomplished 

through segregated programs, within and outside school; however, the reality is that gifted students 

continue to spend the majority of their education in general classroom settings.  This book provides 

teachers with practical strategies for identifying and meeting the abilities, qualities, and needs of 

gifted and talented students through differentiation in general classroom settings. 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, distinguished university professor at the University of Southern Mississippi, 

and Dr. Kristin R. Stephens, assistant professor at Duke University, have co-edited another book in 

the Practical Strategies Series in Gifted Education published by Prufrock Press.  The book, Teaching 

Gifted Students in the Regular Classroom, was authored by Dr. Tracy L. Riley.   Tracy specializes 

in gifted and talented education and teaches undergraduate and postgraduate courses in addition 

to supervising postgraduate research.  Tracy is the coeditor of the APEX: The New Zealand Journal 

of Gifted Education and is on the editorial board for Gifted Child Today.  Tracy was awarded the 

Vice-/ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Tertiary Teaching Excellence Award. 

Appropriate learning for gifted and talented students is adjusted in pace, depth, and breadth 

through differentiated curricula that are both enriched and accelerated.  This is often accomplished 

through segregated programs, within and outside school; however, the reality is that these stu-

dents continue to spend the majority of their education in general classroom settings.  This book 

provides teachers with practical strategies for identifying and meeting the abilities and needs of 

gifted and talented students through differentiation in general classroom settings. 
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Long Beach Gifted Teacher to Present at the NAGC Conference 

Deborah Holt, Long Beach Gifted Contact and teacher of the gifted, will present 

ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ DƛŦǘŜŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рΣ 

2011, at the National Association of Gifted Children Conference in New Orleans, 

LA.  Her proposal was only one of 300 program slots selected from over 1200 pro-

posals nationwide. Her session will be an individual session from 3:00 pm-4:00 

pm. She is very excited to present her many projects at the 58th Annual NAGC 

Conference. 

Teachers of the Gifted Win the Prestigious Leo Seal Award 

Two teachers of the gifted from South Mississippi were part of a special 

group of five teachers who won the Hancock Bank Leo Seal Award. Each 

winner received $1,500 of grant money to fund their project, along with a 

pewter apple. Melissa Pierce, a second grade teacher of the gifted at Petal 

Primary School, and Anja Commeford, Ed.D., grades 2-4 gifted teacher at 

Magnolia Park Elementary in Ocean Springs are the two award-winning 

teachers. 

aŜƭƛǎǎŀΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ-[ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ-wide 

enrichment initiative consisting of fourteen literature-based science kits 

and a WeDo Robotics Center for K-2 teachers to engage their students in hands on, minds-on inquiry inte-

grating literacy development,  

The Primary Science-Literacy Project is a school-wide enrichment initiative consisting of fourteen literature

-based class science kits and a WeDo Robotics Center for  K-2 teachers to engage their students in hands-

on, minds-on inquiry integrating literacy development, math, science, social studies, and technology.  

Comerford will use her grant on "Exploring a Home Town Icon: Walter Anderson." At the beginning of the 

school year, she said she was surprised to learn her students did not know about the Ocean Springs artist 

Walter Anderson. 

"This grant opportunity will allow us the chance next year to look at all of his artwork and be able to look 

at Horn Island and the ecology there and benefits of Horn Island to folks on the coast," Comerford said. 
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Space is limited! Sign up early to reserve your space!

Website: http://atoms2.cett.msstate.edu

Email:  hcarter@atoms2xp.org OR  ssmith@atoms2xp.org 

Phone:  662.325.5009

ATOMS2XP is funded by a grant from the Mississippi Department of Education.

The 2011-12 ATOMS2XP program begins with Summer Institute June 13 ï24, 2011 

followed by many professional opportunities in the Fall and Spring!

The Center for Educational and Training Technology at 

Mississippi State University is offering a ñchance of a lifetimeò 

for 4 th ï8th grade science teachers through ATOMS 2XP.

Goals of ATOMS 2XP: 

üIncrease student achievement by providing   

teachers with in -depth science content  

instruction and professional development  

training that link classroom practices to:      

o National Science Education Standards

o 2010 Mississippi Science Framework

o Understanding by Design (UbD) model

üProvide ongoing content and pedagogical 

professional development throughout the   

program year

üProvide 4 th-8th grade science teachers with   

the opportunity to grow as professionals 

including recertification and/or becoming 

highly qualified teachers

What will participants receive?

ü FREE 10 Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

ü Stipend for performance and attendance

ü Summer Institute (All expenses paid!)

ü Useful Science Technology Resource Kit 

ü Great opportunities!

o 2011 MSTA Conference (All expenses paid!)

o Professional growth 

o Create network of teachers from MS

Who is eligible?

üTeachers in participating schools who will 

be teaching 4 th ï8th grade science during 

the 2011-12 school year
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Lights, Cameras, Action! 

 

άtȅǘƘŀƎƻǊǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ aŀƎƛŎŀƭ tƛŜǎέ ς an original opera created by stu-

dents at Madison Station Elementary ς recently premiered in Madison, 

aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ DƻōŜǊΩǎ пth grade gifted classes part-

ƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƴƴƛŜ {ǘŀǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǊƻƻƳ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

perform an original opera.   

 Last fall, as part of this annual project, students formed a work-

ing opera company and contracted for jobs.  Students selected jobs 

that they felt best fit their unique talents and areas of strength. These 

jobs ς writers, set designers, costume designers, makeup artists, car-

pentry/lighting, performers, chorus, composers, historians, public rela-

tions agents, stage managers, and production manager ς were facili-

ǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ aǊǎΦ DƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǊǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ 

and experts from the community.  By forming their own company, stu-

dents gained an understanding of their individual roles in the process 

as well as the importance of teamwork.   

 Early in the process, the students brainstormed a theme and 

thesis statement, and from that, developed a story line and character 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǊŀƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

story.  Following that, students in each job had to problem-solve how 

to best communicate the story through costuming, makeup, sets and 

props, lighting, musical score, and drama. 
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For three years now Venture teachers, Jana 
Heimer and Melissa Stephens, and 
their Venture students at Northshore Ele-
mentary in the Rankin County School District 
have raised money to support The Little 
Lighthouse.  The Little Lighthouse is a not for 
profit school that teaches academic and 
therapeutic concepts to special needs kids 
from ages birth to six years old.  This year, 
the Venture students at Northshore put on a 
school wide talent show.  Students, teachers, 
and parents donated 50 cents at the door in 
order to see the talent show.  By the end of 
the show, the students had collected $500 to 
be given to The Little Lighthouse.  Pictured back row, Jeremy Busch, Marueen (director of The Little Light-
house), Taylor Collum.  Pictured front row, Kylie Carruth, Ashlynn Payne, Hannah Richards. 

Venture Students Raise Money to Help Local School 

Quest Students at West Lauderdale Elementary Give Back to the Com-

munity 

        

       Intellectually and Artistically Gifted QUEST students 
       grades 2-4 worked  together and gave back to the  
       community at West Lauderdale Elementary School in 
       Lauderdale County by hosting their 2nd annual silent 
       ŀǊǘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎέ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ  
    local American Red Cross for local disasters.  Students created artwork with 
    άƘŀƴŘǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ƳŜŘƛǳƳǎΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊ 
    ents, and community members were invited to participate in bidding on the 
    artwork from March 21st, 2011 ς April 1st, 2011 during school hours. They 
made over $1,850 and last school year, I.G. and A.G. QUEST students partnered together to raise money 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŦƻǊ Iŀƛǘƛ wŜƭƛŜŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άIŜŀǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ Iŀƛǘƛέ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǊǘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ 
άƘŜŀǊǘǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷнΣтллΦ   ¢ƘŜ v¦9{¢ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ {ŀōǊƛƴŀ 5ŀƭǘƻƴΣ 
Letitia Banks, Mandy Goldman, and Portia Dooley. 

(Pictures created by Pierce Loyed and River Dalton) 

 

  


