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T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  MI S S I S S I P P I  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  G I F T E D  C H I L D R E N      Concepts! 

S U M M E R ,  2 0 1 1  
V O L U M E  2 3 ,  N U M B E R  2  

Excitement Abounds as We Plan Conference 2011 

     Concepts! 
T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  MI S S I S S I P P I  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  G I F T E D  C H I L D R E N 

  Concepts! 
V O L U M E  2 3 ,  N U M B E R  2  S U M M E R ,  2 0 1 1  

   We are busily planning “your” Mississippi Association for                     
Gift   Gifted Children Conference 2011. Excitement is in the air as 
we    we think about the new and creative ideas we have in store 
for    for you. I think you will fall in love with Hattiesburg and our 
   warm southern hospitality as we embark on the beautiful  
   Lake Terrace Convention Center for our many learning activi-
   ties and our keynote speaker, Dr. Richard Olenchak.  

        Dr. Olenchak comes to us from the University of Houston 
   where he is a professor of gifted education and specializes in 
the area of creativity among gifted students. Other areas of the conference include 
the Pre-Conference to be held on Wednesday, September 28 for counselors and 
psychometrists, many exciting break-out sessions, one to include “Ballroom Danc-
ing” and another a unit on Camelot!! Imagination Station has been changed to Im-
agination Alley. It will have the same format where we share outstanding units of 
study on a three dimensional scale. Are you ready for the “Academy Awards for 
Gifted Education”? Well, don your favorite formal attire, glitz and all, and come to 
the banquet for our yearly presentations to outstanding friends and teachers of the 
gifted children in Mississippi’s four Congressional Districts. Many interesting ven-
dors will again be there for your choice of educational materials.  

     Let’s make this conference the best yet, where                                                     
hopefully you will take a world of new ideas back to                                                   
your school and make many long-lasting friendships.                                                  
Also, don’t forget to experience the restaurants we                                                                        
offer and our wonderful Turtle Creek Mall.  Welcome                                                                          
to Hattiesburg on September 28-30! We are so glad                                                    
that you are coming! 

 ~Glenn Nobles, President-Elect  

                MAGC 

 

Special Conference Issue 
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MAGC  

         Conference Notes to You!  

 Lake Terrace Convention Center 

    1 Convention Center Plaza     Hattiesburg, MS   39401 

Wednesday, September 28, 2011   

                               Pre-Conference Assessment Workshop 

                           Thursday & Friday, September 29-30, 2011 

                                   37th Annual MAGC Conference 

 

You are going to LOVE this conference site!  No smoke, no rattle of coins, 
just the sounds of networking and creativity bouncing around the building!  To my knowledge, this is the 
first time the conference has been held in Hattiesburg.  We hope you will arrive on Wednesday afternoon 
and take advantage of the wonderful restaurants and shopping in Hattiesburg.  Glenn Nobles, our confer-
ence chair, will provide great recommendations for us! 

As forewarning, there are some things you will miss.  Since MAGC is feeling the pinch of budget woes, (and 
we didn’t want to pass that on to you in registration costs), presenters will be responsible for their own 
equipment, there will be less food than last year, we’ll have a cash bar at the reception, and we will not be 
attached to a hotel.  However, just a short drive from Lake Terrace Convention Center, there are very nice 
hotels that have promised us excellent rates…and BREAKFASTS!  See below. 

!ƴŘΧƧǳǎǘ ²!L¢ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜ 
have planned for this year! 

The Comfort Inn 

6541 Highway 49 NORTH 

Hattiesburg MS 

(Across highway from Lake Terrace Conven-
tion Center with full breakfast) 

  

$75 per night plus taxes 

  

601-264-1881 

Fax: 601-268-3226 

  

Cut-off date for reservations is 8/30. 

Microtel Inn 

105 Westover Drive 

Hattiesburg, MS 

(Very nice and new, but about 3 
miles From Lake 

Terrace next to Olive Garden on 
West Hardy Street.) 

  

  $65 per night plus taxes 

  

601-450-1592 

Cut-off date for reservations is 8/30. 

Hilton Garden Inn 

133 Plaza Drive 

Hattiesburg, MS 

(Very, very nice. 

In same area as Microtel Inn. Plaza 
Drive is off Westover. 

  

$99 per night plus taxes 

  

601-261-770 

 Fax:  601-261-3703 

Cut-off date for reservations is 8/30. 
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Wednesday, September 28: The Pre-Conference Assessment Workshop is for EVERYONE involved in the identification 

process …contact persons…counselors…examiners…teachers…administrators. 8:00-4:00…Lunch included …$60.00. Dr. 

Jim Gyurke from PAR, Inc. , will be our opening speaker. Not only will you get лΦу /9¦Ωǎ, you will receive certificates to 

document completion of requirements for four areas in the Gifted Standards! See the packed agenda on the confer-

ence page of MAGC’s website. MAGCweb.org If you have questions, contact Donna Welborn at dreyn-

oldsw@hotmail.com or Carol Paola at cwp1gab@aol.com.  

Wednesday, September 28: On-Site Registration: 4:00-6:00. Dinner and the evening on your own.  

Thursday and Friday, September 29-30: Our 37th Annual Conference begins with the opening session at 8:00 on 

Thursday morning. Dr. Rick Olenchak will be our keynote speaker and will start with the message, “Can we have both 

Creative Students and a Test-Driven Schoolhouse?” GREAT breakout sessions will be presented by your favorite pre-

senters with hands-on activities to take back to your classrooms. “Imagination Alley” will provide exhibits of creative 

ideas brought to you from your co-workers around the state. The EXHIBITORS you wait all year to see will be here, 

and you will find a peaceful environment in which to network with the friends you have made at previous confer-

ences. Read on to learn more about Family Night and our Thursday night Red Carpet Reception. CEU’s will be offered 

this year from MUW. Hopefully all CEU glitches will have been corrected! The conference will end at noon on Friday, 

September 30th.  

The Parent & Kids Night event, Thursday, September 29th from 6:00-7:00: This year’s event will feature Rick 

Olenchak’s suggestions for “How to Develop Happy, Hopeful Children”. The activities for kids will be led by the Sum-

rall teachers of the gifted with help from the Pine Belt Gifted Association. See the notice on the website: 

MAGCweb.org.  

A Glitz and RITZ Reception! Thursday Evening, 7:30-9:30  

Let’s have a RED CARPET EVENT to honor special people! Our Advisory Board, all Past Presidents, the recipients of the 

Award for Excellence, and NEW THIS YEAR…Special recognition for OUTSTANDING SUPERINTEN-

DENTS, LEGISLATORS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS, and PARENTS!  

See the attached form for nomination of the people you feel are most deserving of recognition in 

these categories! We would like to honor individuals in all congressional districts! See the confer-

ence page of MAGC ‘s website for more information and a map of the congressional districts. 

MAGCweb.org.  

Drag out a fancy outfit for this special night! A favorite dress or suit, a bridesmaid or mother of the bride dress…that 

bridal gown you only got to wear one day…a Mardi Gras ball dress! Come to the party all dressed up…or the way you 

are. We’ll have heavy hor d’oeuvres, carving and pasta stations as well as desserts. Coffee, tea, and water will be pro-

vided, while other drinks will be available at a cash bar. You will NOT want to miss this exciting and fun-filled evening. 

Entertainment will also be provided.  

/ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΧAlthough the deadline has passed for proposals, there are a few slots still open for your creative 

ideas. If you have been putting it off, send in a proposal TODAY! Go to the conference page of MAGC’s website for the 

“Call for Proposals” form. MAGCweb.org. If you have questions, contact Glenn Nobles at cierra2605@yahoo.com or 

Carol Paola at cwp1gab@aol.com .  

άLƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ !ƭƭŜȅέ Interested in displaying creative projects and ideas at the Conference? Contact Jerice Williams at 

giftedsensei@gmail.com for more information. Limited to 20 exhibiters.  
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More Conference Announcements and Reminders  

Notice of Proposed Amendment to the MAGC Constitution and By -laws 

The Executive Board of MAGC proposes the following amendment to the Constitu-

tion and By -Laws:  The addition of Assessment and Counseling as Standing Chairs 

on the Executive Board.   This proposal will be brought to the floor for a vote of the 

membership at the Annual MAGC Business meeting on Friday, September 30th, 

ɉψȡσπɊ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ (ÁÔÔÉÅÓÂÕÒÇȟ -ÉÓÓÉÓÓÉÐÐÉȢ  

 !ƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎΧ¢ƘŜ мǎǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ¢ƻǘŜ .ŀƎ {ǿŀǇΗ  

This year, in line with our efforts at recycling and budget-cutting, we invite you to bring 

old tote bags to swap at the conference. Who will bring the oldest bag to trade with 

someone else? As another idea, bring a tote bag that represents your gifted program to 

swap! Have your students fill it with pen pal letters. Let’s make every minute of the con-

ference count with creative ways to connect ideas and kids together! For those of you 

who forget, we have a few bags left from past conferences, but try to                               

remember to  bring at least one bag you would like to trade with                                       

another teacher.  

 

 Baskets for the Silent Auction  

Thanks to all of you who brought a basket last year for the drawings. They were wonder-

ful! Please consider compiling one again this year that represents your community! We 

learned last year that the process needed tweaking! SO…we will hold silent auctions to let 

you bid on the basket/s you’d like to win! Remember, all proceeds go to the scholarship 

fund! Don’t forget to nominate a student next year for one of the scholarships to attend a 

summer program in our state. That is the purpose of our scholarship fund! You also can 

apply for one of the teacher grants to help pay for a gifted endorsement class or a class 

for further study in gifted education.  

 

 !ƴŘΧ5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴΗ  

Many of you have access to wonderful pieces of artwork that you’d like to donate for the 

silent auction. Please approach artists in your community to help raise money for the spe-

cial projects we plan at your suggestion. Part of the money earned for the art auction will 

continue to go for efforts at suicide prevention while some will be used for teacher grants. 

The Executive Board is also open to suggestion for special projects. Add your ideas to the 

“Suggestion Box” in the registration area at this year’s conference.  

Apply for the Conrad Castle Teacher Grant, funded through the Art Silent Auction, to pro-

vide special opportunities and materials for your gifted students.  

 

Gardendale 

Gifted Program 

 

More Conference Announcements and Reminders  
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b9² ¢IL{ ¸9!wΥ a!D/ IƻƴƻǊǎΧΦ  

Outstanding Advocates for Gifted Children  
This is your opportunity to honor individuals who show unflinching support for gifted children. 

Complete the following to nominate an outstanding superintendent, principal, legislator, com-

munity member, or parent. Complete the information below and submit it to Carol Paola at 

cwp1gab@aol.com or mail it to 1513 Westward Drive, Gulfport, MS 39501. Contact Glenn No-

bles at cierra2605@yahoo.com or Carol if you have questions. Deadline for submission: August 

15, 2011.  

 

 

Nominee:______________________________________ Category:___________________________  

School District:_________________________________ Congressional District:_________________  

(See MAGCweb.org for Congressional District map and list.)  

Address:____________________________________ ______________________________________  

City, State, Zipcode:__________________________________________________________________  

In 250 words or less, tell why you feel your nominee is worthy of recognition as an Outstanding Advocate for Gifted 

Children. You may include a maximum of 2 letters of support. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Nominated by:___________________________________________ Date:_____________________  

E-Mail:______________________________________ Phone:_______________________________  
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CALL FOR òImagination Alleyó PROPOSALS 

2011 MAGC CONFERENCE  

(Only 20 proposals for òImagination Alleyó will be accepted.) 

Deadline:  August 15, 2011  

 

The conference will be held September 28-30, 2011, at Lake Terrace Convention Center, One Convention Center Plaza, Hatties-
burg, Mississippi, 39402.   

LŦ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ άLƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ !ƭƭŜȅέ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϷтрΦллΦ  hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
main presenter may receive the reduced rate.   

 If applicable, “Imagination Alley” presenters should provide 100 copies of handouts and be responsible for any equipment 
needed.     

 

Name: ______________________________________ (Attach resume to be submitted in CEU’s application.) 

 

Institution Affiliation:______________________________     Position/Job Title:_______________________ 

 

Home Address:___________________________________________________________________________    

                                                          (street)                                          (city/state)                               (zip code) 

The title of my proposed “Imagination Alley” presentation is: _____________________________________ 

 

Below is a brief description of my “Imagination Alley” presentation.  (75 words or less)   

CATEGORY for PRESENTATION    Intended AUDIENCE for PRESENTATION 
___  Social/emotional needs of gifted students  ___ Elementary Teachers 

___ Differentiating curriculum and instruction  ___ Secondary Teachers 

___ Creativity and/or the arts    ___ Parents of Gifted Children 

___ Evaluating student progress   ___ Administrators and/or counselors 

___ Special populations    ___ Other______________________ 

___ Developing leadership 

___ Other_____________________________ 

 

Submit to: Jerice Williams, “Imagination Alley” chairman, at giftedsensei@gmail.com.   

mailto:giftedsensei@gmail.com
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2011 MAGC Conference Hotels 
Lake Terrace Convention Center 

     1 Convention Center Plaza               
 Hattiesburg, MS   39401 

 

*Wednesday, September 28, 2011   

Pre-Conference Assessment Workshop 

*Thursday & Friday, September 29-30, 2011 

37th Annual MAGC Conference 

  

The Comfort Inn 
  

6541 Highway 49 
NORTH 

Hattiesburg MS 

  

(Across highway from 
Lake Terrace Convention 
Center with full break-

fast) 

  

$75 per night 

plus taxes 

  

601-264-1881 

Fax: 601-268-3226 

  

Cut-off date for reserva-
tions is 8/30. 

  

  

Microtel Inn 

  

105 Westover Drive 

Hattiesburg, MS 

  

(Very nice and new, 
but about 3 miles 

From Lake 

Terrace next to Olive 
Garden on West Hardy 

Street.) 

  

  $65 per night 

plus taxes 

  

601-450-1592 

  

Cut-off date for reser-
vations is 8/30. 

  

Hilton Garden Inn 
  

133 Plaza Drive 

Hattiesburg, MS 

  

(Very, very nice. 

In same area as Microtel 
Inn. Plaza Drive is off 

Westover Dr.) 

  

$99 per night 

plus taxes 

  

601-261-770 

 Fax:  601-261-3703 

  

Cut-off date for reserva-
tions is 8/30. 
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MAGC 2011 Conference September 28 -30, 2011  

Lake Terrace Convention Center, Hattiesburg, MS                                                                                                                   

Application and Contract for Exhibitors  

Company/Organization _____________________________________________ 

Exhibitor Contact __________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________City _________________State _____   Zip __________ 

Phone (    ) ________________Fax (   ) __________________Email ____________________ 

Description of Product or Service _____________________________________ 

 

We would like to participate as a vendor/exhibitor at the MAGC Conference at the Lake Terrace Convention Center on 
September 28-30, 2011 in the following ways: 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 _______ Enclosed is my check payable to MAGC in the amount of      $__________ 

  

Please note the following information : 

Neither MAGC nor Lake Terrance Conference Center will assume liability for materials in the display area 

This is a conference center therefore you will be responsible for unloading/loading  your materials 

 

PLEASE SIGN AND MAIL YOUR CHECK TO: Rhonda Denton, 11451 Suqualena Road, Meridian, MS 39305  

 _____________________________________________________________                                                     

  (Signature of contact person)     (Date) 

Exhibit Hall  Quantity of 
tables 

Due $130 per 8 ft table Total Amount 

Vendor Ta-
ble(s) 

      

Conference Pro-
gram Ad  

$25.00 (one-fourth 
page) 

$50 (one-half 
page) 

$100 (full page) Total 
Amount 

Advertisement  
total 

        

Sponsorship  Refreshments for break Speaker Total 
Amount 

Dollar Amount       

Door Prizes and Items 
for Conference Bags  

Gift Certificate(s) with 
catalog 

Actual prizes Total 
Quantity 

Quantity       
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Advancing 
Potentialé 
and All That 
Jazz!  

For more in-
formation on 
attending the 
NAGC Con-
ference, go 
to: nagc.org  

 

 

 

Career Exploration for Girls Conference 

The Career Explorations for Girls Conference will be conducted on the Hattiesburg 

campus of The University of Southern Mississippi on Saturday, October 8, 2011. 

The conference is open to all girls in grades 7-12 and each girl must be accompa-

nied by her mother or another adult female. Girls do not need to be enrolled in 

gifted education to attend. Distinguished presenters will offer practical infor-

mation to help girls plan for their education and entry into prospective careers.  

Careers to be discussed include business, science and technology, health care, 

communication, education, military service, art, interior design, psychology, law, 

music, and sports. 

 

The registration deadline is September 30, 2011. There is no charge for the confer-

ence and lunch is included. The conference is co-hosted by the Frances A. Karnes 

Center for Gifted Studies and the Spirit of Women at Forrest General Hospital.  To 

register for the conference, please call The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted 

Studies at (601) 266-5236 or visit our website at http://www.usm.edu/gifted/  

 

Saturday Gifted Studies Program 

The Saturday Gifted Studies Program will be held from January 21-March 3, 2012, 

on the Hattiesburg campus of the University of Southern Mississippi.  The program 

meets on seven consecutive Saturdays from 9 a.m. – noon from the middle of Jan-

uary through March. It is open to gifted students in pre-kindergarten (4- or 5-year 

olds) through Grade 12.  The program is designed to enhance cognitive and affec-

tive abilities of gifted students through planned enrichment/acceleration pro-

gramming. Emphasis is placed on participation in areas that provide in-depth anal-

ysis of specific topics in small group activities with other gifted youth.  Courses will 

be announced in September. 

 

For more information please call the Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies at 

(601) 266-5236 or visit our website at http://www.usm.edu/gifted.  

Announcements from the Karnes Center 
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The National Association of Professional Women to include information 

on Dr. Frances Karnes 

Dr. Karnes is a University Distinguished Professor and Director of the Frances A. 

Karnes Center for Gifted Studies for the University of Southern Mississippi.  She is in-

volved in gifted education and programs and services for gifted children and youth.  

She has co-authored 66 books.  She has worked in gifted education for over 30 years.  

She received her Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.  She founded the Center for Gift-

ed Studies at the University of Southern Mississippi in 1979, which was renamed the 

Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies in 1988.  For more information about Dr. 

Karnes and her many programs and conferences you can visit www.usm.edu/gifted. 

New Publication in the Practical Strategies Miniseries 

Dr. Frances A. Karnes, distinguished university professor at the University 

of Southern Mississippi, and Dr. Kristin R. Stephens, assistant professor at 

Duke University, have co-edited another book in the Practical Strategies 

Series in Gifted Education published by Prufrock Press.  The book, Teach-

ing Gifted Students in the Regular Classroom, was authored by Dr. Tracy L. 

Riley.   Appropriate learning for gifted and talented students is ad-

justed in pace, depth, and breadth through differentiated curricula that 

are both enriched and accelerated.  This is often accomplished through 

segregated programs, within and outside school; however, the reality is 

that these students continue to spend the majority of their education in 

general classroom settings.  This book provides teachers with practical 

strategies for identifying and meeting the abilities and needs of gifted and 

talented students through differentiation in general classroom settings. 

 

 

Announcements from the Karnes Center  

 

 

 

For more in-
formation on 
programs at 
the Frances 
A. Karnes 
Center for 
Gifted Stud-
ies, call 601-
266 -5236, 
or visit their 
website at:  

www.usm.edu
/gifted  
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Space Place News: 

With frogs leaping and butterflies fluttering, kids will race to the Finish in the new “Leaps and Flutters” 
game at Climate Kids. Along the way, this game (modeled after Chutes and Ladders) will present opportu-
nities to help the environment by such acts as recycling an aluminum can, or to not help the environment 
by, oh, say, leaving the refrigerator door open too long. Good deeds leap the player up a row or two, not-
so-good deeds send the player a-fluttering back down. All the actions—helpful and not—are explained in 
the accompanying article. And why should we care about frogs and butterflies anyway? That, too, be-
comes clear. Visit http://climate.nasa.gov/kids/games/leapsandflutters. 
 
 

Check out our great sites for kids: 
http://climate.nasa.gov/kids  
http://scijinks.gov  
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov 
 
 
 
 

Distributed by Laura K. Lincoln, on behalf of the Climate Kids Team. 
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Two Gifted Teachers Win Prestigious Mississippi    

Power Alan Barton Award 

 Two of the six 
Alan R. Barton Ex-
cellence in Teach-
ing Award winners 
for 2011 are gifted 
teachers on the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast. Kim Clemons from Jeff Davis Elementary 
School in Biloxi and Kimberly Jordan from Gautier Middle School.  

 

 

Biloxi Students and Teacher Win Economic Awards 

 

Looking for a new 
background for 
your desktop?  
Check out the great 
wallpapers availa-
ble at SciJinks.gov 
today:  

Float around the 
world in the Sci-
Jinks weather re-
search blimp. 

Go fly a kite on a 
beautiful, windy 
day. 

Admire the magne-
tosphere, Earth's 
protective force 
field. 

Solve the mystery 
of Stonehenge and 
the solstices. 

Know where the 
volcanic ash blows 
so you can go the 
other way. 

Get your free wall-
paper today at:  
http://
scijinks.gov/
wallpapers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Students in Kim Clemons Create class in Biloxi won multiple 
awards from the Mississippi Council on Economics Education. 
Her fifth grade boys won the Stock Market Game in December, 
2010. The article with a picture can be found at: 
www.biloxischools.net. Also, Raegan Rushing, one of her fourth 
grade girls, won the Merrill Lynch Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award. Kim was awarded Best Practices and runner up for 
the MS Economics Teacher of the Year Award.  
These are wonderful accolades for this young group of gifted 
students! 
 

http://scijinks.jpl.nasa.gov/_media/en/site/wallpapers/blimp-1200.png


MAGC SUMMER 2011 Volume 23, Number 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

17  

Glimpses Into the Future... 

     The seventh and eighth grade Chalybeate School Gifted students recently participate in the 

Johns Hopkins University Center for Gifted and Talented Youth Global Talent Search. Johns Hop-

kins is a renowned university that encourages gifted students to embrace opportunities and look 

forward to their educational journey. This program was developed when research showed there 

was a significant need in career counseling and exploration for gifted students. Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity hoped to educate and lead gifted students in the career options that were best suited for 

them.  

 Chalybeate Gifted Students had to meet certain criteria in order to be eligible for the tal-

ent search. Each student had to be ruled as intellectually gifted and be an active participant in the 

gifted program. They also had to score advanced or proficient on all areas of the MCT2.  

 Through this global talent search, the Chalybeate Gifted Students were able to take the 

ACT with high school juniors and seniors. The students went through the same preparation and 

testing procedures as high school students. The results were then scored and compared to other 

seventh and eighth grades students tested. The scores were also analyzed to determine options 

for career exploration. 

 Each student represented Chalybeate School well. Principal Scott Smith, teachers, and par-

ents were all proud of the scores and the impact this experience had on the students. Gifted 

Teacher Whitney Wooten commented that these students were excited and embraced this oppor-

tunity with enthusiasm. Eighth grade gifted students said, “This experiences was great and chal-

lenged us to embrace our future.” 

 All of these students were awarded with certificates from Johns Hopkins University. Sev-

enth grade students, Luke Bennett, Laurie Bell, Ashlyn Inman, Mary Brown and Carley Hughes 

were awarded plaques on Award’s Day. Eighth grades students, Will Quinn, Tanner McCoy, Hunter 

Wommack, Madison Martindale, Savanna Pulliam, Mariah Morrow and Shelby Stuber were 

awarded plaques at graduation. Two stu-

dents received special awards from Johns 

Hopkins University for their high scores. 

Mariah Morrow received a score of 21 and 

Hunter Wommack received a score of 26. 

These two students will be invited to at-

tend an Awards Ceremony given by Johns 

Hopkins University.  
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Teachers and Students at Colmer Middle School in Pascagoula  

Accomplish Many Interesting Projects 

 

Beth McDaniel was a 2011 Elmer’s and Kids In Need Foundation Teacher Tool Kit Grant recipient. 

Also, her class received a digital Kodak Camera, SD card and 10 flash drives from Do-

norsChoose.org for a photography unit their class participated in.  Additionally, they entered and 

won multiple winning places in a photography contest sponsored by Vancleave Public Library.   

 

Ms. McDaniel, along with her fellow teacher Ms. Cronier, had students complete independent 

study projects where they designed the unit based on the IMP plan.  Students had to locate and 

identify professionals in their field of study...as long as it related in some way.  They heard from 

so many interesting people, which the students thoroughly enjoyed. Each day, the students 

asked if they received an interview back with great enthusiasm. The teachers sent the interviews 

from school email to protect the students’ privacy. Some of the professionals were the owners 

of yacht factories, attorneys, forensic scientists, paranormal investigators, the professional voice 

person of Sonic, chemical engineers, professional/amateur poets, specialist for Savants syn-

drome, architects, soccer coaches, local and state government officials.  They even had some 

professionals agree to be guest speakers for their class.  They also stated that they had a student 

who received an interesting interview back, and then one that was obviously done with little ef-

fort.  The student was so insulted after all of the hard work that he put into this unit that this 

person would send such an uninformative response. The teacher was able to make this a teacha-

ble moment for him relating it to how communication is very important and how his teacher 

may feel when she puts lots of energy into a lesson/project and the student may not take it seri-

ously turning in low quality work.  This student had an  “ah ha” moment and stated that this 

changed his entire perspective.  

 

Also, students at Colmer hatched ducks with incubators . Students learned many new vocabulary 

terms related to the study, how eggs are graded by their albumen thickness,, and they re-

searched the types of ducks that hatched.  They learned many interesting duck facts/terms such 

as sexors, who identify the gender of the ducks. Students made a schedule of "ducky sitting" in 

which students took turns bringing home and caring for them.  Based on ducks' appearances, 

demeanors and characteristics, students assigned them very creative names. They even had one 

that was crippled that a student designed a "duck-a-round" based on the Hovaround wheelchair 

device advertised on tv.  

Teachers at Colmer look for opportunities within their community that offer students a chance 

to excel and be recognized. 



MAGC SUMMER 2011 Volume 23, Number 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

19  

Congratulations to Allison Tillman, 6th grade gifted student, from St. Martin Gifted Center, for 
winning the district and regional competition for the Block Kids Competition.  The Block Kids 
Competition is sponsored by the NAWIC Association, the National Association of Women in Con-
struction Gulf Coast Chapter. The goal of the program is to introduce children to the construction 
industry in an effort to create an awareness of, and to promote an interest in, future careers in 
one of the many facets of the industry.   
  
The students conducted research in the fields of engineering and architecture.  Students were  
given 100 legos, a piece of string, a rock, and sheet of foil, and a large mat to build on.  They used 
their imagination to create a structure out of the items. 
  
Allison created a structure that was an oil purification refinery to assist areas when an oil spill dis-
asters occurs.  This was truly born out of a need that she experienced personally on the Coast 
during the summer of 2010.  She was honored at a dinner at McElroy’s Restaurant in Ocean 
Springs.  NAWIC presented her with a trophy, certificate, and a $100 check.  Her project will now 
move into the national level for evaluation.  She will find out in August if her design has placed 
there.  Her gifted instructor is Mrs. Virginia Mclaughlin. 

Alexandria "Alex" Nor-
man, won the number 
one metaphor for the J. 
Patrick Lewis Metaphor 
& Simile Contest spon-
sored by "Storyworks" 
published by Scholastics. 
Alex is a student of Cathy 
Eaton of Belmont School.  

St. Martin Gifted Student Wins District and Regional Competition 

Belmont Gifted Student Wins Scholastics òStoryworksó Award 
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On May 16, Petal Primary 2nd 
grade Gifted Workshop stu-
dents participated in the first 
school field trip hosted by 
Homes of Hope for Children 
in Purvis. After Petal Primary 
Workshop students and 
friends presented a musical 
adaptation of A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens last 

December and generated over $2400 in donations for Homes of Hope, students expressed interest 
in visiting the children’s home to learn the impact of their community service. During the visit, Dr. 
Garrett and his staff conducted a guided tour of the property and spoke to students about the mis-
sion of the children’s home. Students toured the commissary and boy’s cottage, realizing how the 
children living in the home are very much like themselves. Students also learned the importance of 
volunteer work and community service as they pulled weeds and picked up litter around the prop-
erty. Throughout the visit, Dr. Garrett emphasized how the children’s home provides a stable, Chris-

tian home environment for innocent children experiencing unfor-
tunate circumstances beyond 
their control. More than 75 
students and parent chaper-
ones, including Workshop 
teachers (Melissa Pierce and 
Robin Rector), attended the 
field trip. 

Petal Primary Gifted Studentsõ Take Field Trip to Homes of Hope 

for Children 

Remember to submit:  

 Your MAGC Conference Registration  

Outstanding Advocate for Gifted Children 
Nomination Form 

Imagination Alley Proposal 
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